
models. To strengthen moral education, teachers 
are encouraged to ask students to practice good 
behavior in daily life, such as performing a good 
deed daily or serving as community volunteers.

D . Comprehensive support for 
underprivileged students
This  inc ludes  improv ing  the  educat ion 
environment of Taiwan’s indigenous peoples 
and promoting the talented among their 
tribesfolk, helping the offspring of immigrant 
spouses adjust to their new environments and 
encouraging them to participate in multicultural 
activities and lifelong learning, implementing 
support for underprivi leged groups and 
reducing the gap between urban and rural areas 
by improving teaching quality in remote areas, 
,and providing flexible and individually-tailored 
educational services to serve students with special 
needs.
 
E  . Development of Taiwan as a hub 
for East Asian higher educations
Main measures here include providing university 
scholarships for international students, increasing 
the number of classes taught entirely in English, 
establishing administrative support for overseas 
enrollment and recruiting more Southeast Asian 
students, as well as collaborating with Southeast 
Asian nations that may want to send their high- 
ranking officials to Taiwan to pursue professional 
development.

F  . Construction of a society of 
lifelong learning
This includes promotion of lifelong learning 
under the code name 331: exercise at least 30 
minutes a day, study for 30 minutes each day, 
and perform a good deed daily. Multi-purpose 

learning centers will be built at key locations in 
cities and the countryside. Adult basic education 
workshops will be held to reduce the rate of 
illiteracy. Public libraries will be made more 
accessible to the general public so as to promote 
reading. Diverse learning options will be 
provided to senior citizens in anticipation of the 
aging of Taiwanese society. 

G  . Promotion of exercise and better 
health
Increase the number of physical education 
classes in elementary and secondary schools 
and enhance students’ swimming ability and 
physical fitness. Utilize free space in schools to 
build exercise areas and facilities so as to create 
a campus where students can exercise whenever 
and wherever they want. Set up a streamlined 
system for identifying and developing athletic 
talent.

H . Nurturing of talent to strengthen 
international competitiveness
This includes promotion of compulsory education 
and lifelong learning to improve citizens’ 
living standards and increase international 
competitiveness. To assist in the recruitment of 
global talent, the MOE will revamp its regulations 
regarding the pay scale for foreign nationals and 
ease requirements for work eligibility in Taiwan. 
Furthermore, the MOE will work to improve 
students’ foreign language skills, enhance their 
international outlook, and strengthen exchange 
programs with top universities around the world 
to encourage more Taiwanese students to study 
abroad.

Education Reform

Compulsory Education
A.General Information

The infrastructure of  a  country and the 
development of its economy are a function of the 
country’s cultivation of manpower and talent. 
This requires long term, continued investment 
and needs to start from the very bottom. The 
government set the length of compulsory 
education at 9 years in 1968, and will further 
extend it to 12 years in 2014, which will help 
nurture and develop the manpower needed for 
economic growth.

Ensuring that all toddlers receive proper 
preschool education is a major objective of our 
educational policy. Kindergartens are preschool 
institutions set up in accordance with relevant 
legislation for children aged 4 and above up 
until the eligible age for elementary school, 
and are supervised by education administrative 
authorities, whereas nurseries are welfare 
organizations set up in accord with children 

and teenager welfare legislation that accept 
toddlers aged 2 to 6 and are supervised by 
social administrative authorities. The talks 
and negotiations for merging nurseries and 
kindergartens started in 1997, and culminated 
in the Early Childhood Education and Care 
Act passed on June 29, 2011, to be put in place 
beginning Jan 1, 2012.

B.Preschool and Compulsory 
Education Structure 

The Early Childhood Education and Care Act is 
a revolutionary move in our preschool system. 
After the bill was enacted on Jan 1, 2012, 
nurseries and kindergartens were redesignated 
“preschools”, in which toddlers from the age 
of 2 onwards are given complete and thorough 
education and care in the preschool until they 
enter elementary school. This bill consolidated 
the education and care of toddlers under a single 
administrative system, putting into practice a 
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toddler-centered strategy that focuses on the 
toddler’s best interests. Taiwan is also the first 
country in Asia to consolidate the two systems.

According to statistics by UNESCO, there are 
over 40 countries in the world that have a basic 
education system that exceeds 10 years. The 
main reason for this is that many non-developed 
countries have noticed that basic education is 
directly connected to national competitiveness.

Put into practice in 1968, Taiwan’s 9 year 
Compulsory Education system is free and 

Compulsory Education

obligatory. Legislation states that citizens from 
the age of 6 to 15 should receive compulsory 
education; which is divided into two stages – 
the first 6 years at the elementary school level, 
and the latter 3 in junior high school. However, 
this system has been in place for over 4 decades. 
When first put in place, there were fewer than 10 
countries worldwide with more than 9 years of 
compulsory education in place, making us one 
of the forerunners. Compared with developed 
countries, however, the number of years was 
not that high. To solve the current educational 
conundrum and enhance the development of 
national manpower, a 12 year Basic Education 
system will be adopted in 2014, a new landmark 
for our education system.

C.Preschool and Compulsory 
Education Policies

Under Taiwan’s educational setup, preschool 
education is not compulsory. The education and 
care of preschool-aged toddlers was originally 
provided by, respectively, kindergartens and 
nurseries, largely consisting of privately-

established institutions. As the two systems 
were separate and had different supervisory 
administrative units, they evolved different set-
up standards and have different regulations 
regarding personnel and curriculum. Thus 
toddlers  of  the same age often received 
inconsistent education and care at different 
institutions. Also, internationally, the trend of 
offering edu-care service has become a common 
scene. We thus started to promote the integration 
of early childhood education and care.

To s t imulate  the development  of  junior 
high and elementary school education and 
improve its quality, and lay the groundwork for 
course planning, fundamental research in the 
development of elementary and junior high 
school curricula was carried out and added to 
the 12 year Basic Education policy strategic 
plan in 2012 to allow the National Academy for 
Educational Research to improve the teacher 
supervisory system and follow through with 
remedial instruction.

With increasing globalization in recent years, 
many nations are experiencing a growing income 

gap between the wealthy and the poor as well 
unequal resource distribution between town and 
country. Geographical factors and rapid changes 
in society can lead to uneven distribution of 
educational resources, causing an educational 
imbalance between town and country and 
depriving minority groups of equal access. To 
solve these regional education issues and bridge 
the resource gap between different locations, we 
are working to put the following into practice: 
reasonable distribution of educational resources, 
equality in educational opportunity,  and 
realization of equal education and a just and fair 
society.

Another key strategy is the idea of social care 
and assisting in the education of children from 
economically disadvantaged families. Currently 
there are 3,115 public senior high schools, 
vocational high schools and junior high schools 
as well as elementary schools participating 
in the Promoting School Education Savings 
Account project nationwide, which authorizes 
the schools to receive charitable donations. Many 
philanthropists in both business and society 
have been long term donors to children in the 
program, a testament to the generosity of the 
people of Taiwan.
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Compulsory Education

To ensure that economically-disadvantaged 
students do not go hungry, the government 
has budgeted an allowance for four categories 
o f  s tudents :  those  f rom lower  income 
families, those from medium-to-lower income 
families, those with families emergencies, 
and also cases referred by a student’s advisor 
(including families put through involuntary 
unemployment for over a month, unpaid 
mandatory leave, and those in which either 
parent may have a form of physical or mental 
disability). Meals for these public school 
students in junior high school and elementary 
school are paid for from this special allowance 
during the school term, as well as when the 
students show up for classes in summer and 
winter vacation programs, so as to provide the 
student with at least one decent meal a day, 
helping him/her to avoid malnutrition due to 
lack of lunch money. Since 2011, the scope 
of this project has been further broadened to 
include students from lower income families 
who do not join the summer and winter 
activities.

Good health is the foundation of successful 
learning. The Ministry of Education pays much 
attention to the health of students, and thus 
considerable effort is put into the quality of 
school lunches. Food hygiene and nutrition 
experts observe school lunch preparations; 
relevant authorities carry out joint inspections 
of lunch providers as well as food ingredient 
suppliers; and food ingredients are regularly 
inspected and tested. Evaluations of school 
lunches are constantly being improved 
upon: local governments carry out regular 
inspections, and the skills of school lunch 
personnel are being upgraded.

In 2008, the average number of swimming 
pools available per 100,000 students in Taiwan 
was 9.6, significantly lower than that of Japan, 
which is 188. In 2009 out of all graduates from 
senior high school and lower level educational 
institutions, the percentage of those who could 
swim was a measly 42%. In light of a shortage 
of swimming facilities and uneven distribution 
of such facilities between rural and urban 
areas, which has hindered the promotion of 
swimming education, and in consideration of 
health, safety and well-being, the MOE has 
launched “The Swimming Project – Improving 
Student Passing Rates in Swimming Tests and 
Building New Swimming Pools”, which is set to 
last 12 years, the first 4-year stage of which will 
be from 2010-2013.

The objective of the project is primarily the 
improvement of existing swimming pools and 
the increase of their usage rates, together with 
reactivation and rebuilding. The second step 
is to fund warm-water pools so as to lengthen 
the period of use annually for each swimming 

pool. Then, in accordance with the needs of 
the different cities and counties, the MOE 
will provide funding for new swimming pools, 
looking at both effective use as well as bridging 
the gap between rural and urban areas and 
giving students everywhere more chances 
to swim. The goal is to achieve raise the 
percentage of senior high school (and below) 
graduates capable of swimming to 80% by the 
year 2021.

School Lunch Program

Swimming Education
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Hua Nan Elementary School 
infuses daily life into courses

Facing the threat of closure because of a 
shrinking student population, Hua Nan 
Elementary School has tackled the crisis head-
on with innovative courses in subjects like 
coffee, cycling, stream tracing, and mountain-
climbing – programs of study that combine a 
variety of features from topics encountered in 
local life.  

Located in a mountainous area in Gukeng 
Township of Yunlin County, an area famed for 
its coffee products, Hua Nan initiated courses 
in 1996 that incorporate this specialty, along 
with others that highlight its geographical 
characteristics. 

Principal Chen Ching-Chun believes that 
infusing a conventional curriculum with 
localization features will help to broaden the 
viewpoints of students in the school. 

Lectures and training on the subjects were 
further introduced to community residents in 
1997 to build a collaborative platform with 
the neighborhood. The strategy proved to 
work and has attracted a soaring number of 

participants, with more than 10,000 learners 
at tending the courses  provided to the 
community in 2011 alone.

The cycling course, in particular, leads children 
out of the classroom and into a much broader 
world. This year these young students rode 
their bicycles all the way to Kenting in southern 
Taiwan. On the journey they interviewed, 
recorded, filmed and wrote down what they 
saw. 

“ We hoped the act iv i ty  would advance 
children’s understanding of the variety of 
lifestyles that can be found on the island,” says 
Principal Chen.  

With school fences no longer serving as a 
border that defines the limits of courses, Hua 
Nan’s students now project their learning 
experiences into the community. They conduct 
interviews with senior residents, design posters; 
play the ocarina, and screen documentary films 
for residents, just to name a few of their new-
found interests. 

Compulsory Education

Not one less at San Wan 
Junior High School
Every student is considered precious at San 
Wan Junior High School, and no child will be 
left behind as a system of remedial instruction 
is launched to help students who fall behind in 
their course work.  

The school was founded in 1956 as the highest 
level educational institution currently available 
in San Wan Township in Miaoli County. 
Currently, over 40 percent of the students 
attending San Wan Junior High School come 
from disadvantaged families. 

A course rich in variety and designed by 
passionate teachers has been outlined to drum 
up interest among students and improve 
their learning efficiency. Teachers of the same 
subject have teamed up to use, develop and 
formulate an e-technology course. 

Holding to the belief that children will make 
progress when they feel love and care from 
others, the teachers have incorporated courses, 
games and teaching methods that will provoke 
students’ passion for learning and rebuild their 
confidence as well. In the end, 90 percent of 
students attending the courses have seen their 

grades improve, and 98 percent have shown a 
positive learning attitude. 

One indigenous student attending the courses 
says teachers are patient and caring, and that 
classmates get along well.  

“What matters isn’t just that their grades have 
improved, but also the feeling that they have 
not been given up on,” says Principal Chung 
Wan-hsing. “Although it takes a great effort to 
achieve these goals, it is worthwhile.” 

Seeing the improvements in both grades and 
learning attitudes, parents of these students are 
inspired to adjust their ways of getting along 
with their children and are also devoting more 
attention to their children’s education.
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