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Information for Overseas Chinese Students 

No. Topic Details 

1 Legal basis In order to assist overseas Chinese students with their studies in Taiwan, 

the Ministry of Education has formulated the Regulations Regarding Study 

and Counseling Assistance for Overseas Chinese Students in Taiwan. 

These are the regulations governing the review and approval, assignment 

to an educational institution, preferential treatment, on-campus counseling, 

and graduation of overseas Chinese students who apply to study in Taiwan. 

2 Overseas Chinese 

Student Status 

Eligibility 

Criteria 

1. The term “overseas Chinese student” refers to a student of Chinese 

descent who has come to Taiwan to study, who was born and lived 

overseas until the present time, or who has been living overseas for six 

or more consecutive years in the immediate past and obtained 

permanent or long-term residency status overseas. Please note that for 

those applying to study in a department of medicine, dentistry, or 

Chinese medicine at any Taiwan university, the minimum required 

number of consecutive years of overseas residency is eight years. 
2. An overseas Chinese student who received assistance applying to study 

in Taiwan, who studied for less than one year and then returned to their 

country of residence because they discontinued their studies for some 

reason, or forfeited their student status, may lodge another application 

to study in Taiwan. Only one such re-application is permitted. 

However, if an educational institution in Taiwan where an overseas 

Chinese student was studying considers their academic performance or 

conduct was unsatisfactory, or if the student seriously violated its 

regulations or was sentenced in criminal case proceedings and therefore 

in accordance with the provisions of the regulations governing student 

awards and penalties had to discontinue their studies or forfeited their 

status as a registered student, the student is not permitted to re-apply to 

study in Taiwan.   
3. An overseas Chinese student is not permitted to change their visa status 

while they are studying in Taiwan unless the provisions of some other 

ordinance permit them to do so.  
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3 Scholarships 1. The Overseas Community Affairs Council provides Scholarships for 

Overseas Chinese Students with Outstanding Academic Performance, 

and it accepts donations to provide scholarships and grants for overseas 

Chinese students:  

Overseas Chinese students currently in their second year or higher at a 

secondary school, college or university with excellent results and good 

conduct may apply for an Overseas Chinese Affairs Council 

Scholarship for Overseas Chinese Students with Outstanding Academic 

Performance.  

Those in their second year or higher at a college, university or 

postgraduate institution who have an outstanding academic 

performance and good conduct record may apply to the Overseas 

Chinese Affairs Council for a scholarship or grant from the funds 

donated to it for that purpose.  

Applications for the scholarships and grants mentioned above can be 

submitted to the educational institution that the student is attending. 

2. The Ministry of Education provides the Outstanding Overseas Chinese 

Student Scholarship, the Elite Overseas Chinese Student Scholarship, 

the Grant for Overseas Chinese Students in Financial Need, and the 

Outstanding Overseas Chinese Student Scholarship for Graduate 

Students:  

Overseas Chinese students who meet the requirements for a Ministry of 

Education scholarship for overseas Chinese students with an 

outstanding academic performance to encourage them to undertake 

tertiary studies in Taiwan may apply to the Ministry of Education for an 

Elite Overseas Chinese Student Scholarship or for an Outstanding 

Overseas Chinese Student Scholarship.  

Any overseas Chinese student at a senior secondary school or an 

institution of higher education who is in financial need may apply to 

the educational institution that they are attending for a Ministry of 

Education Grant for Overseas Chinese Students in Financial Need.  

Those attending a postgraduate institution with more than five overseas 

Chinese students may apply for an Outstanding Overseas Chinese 

Student Scholarship for Graduate Students. These are provided by their 

institution with subsidies from the Ministry of Education.    

3. Other scholarships are also provided by individual educational 

institutions. Overseas Chinese students may consult directly with the 

educational institution they are attending about applying for such 

scholarships.  

4 Subsidies for The Overseas Community Affairs Council has established subsidies for 
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Part-Time 

On-Campus 

Employment and 

Study Assistance 

part-time work on campus, and study assistance subsidies for overseas 

Chinese students. The part-time employment subsidies and study 

assistance subsidies are available for overseas Chinese students who are 

studying at a senior secondary school or institution of higher education in 

Taiwan in accordance with the Regulations Regarding Study and 

Counseling Assistance for Overseas Chinese Students in Taiwan and who 

are in financial need or who encounter major financial burdens as a result 

of large medical expenses incurred being hospitalized in Taiwan because 

of injury or illness; or as a result of experiencing unforeseen events. Such 

overseas Chinese students may apply to the educational institution that 

they are attending. 

5 Hospital Accident 

and Medical 

Insurance for 

Overseas Chinese 

Students 

(HAMIOCS) and 

National Health 

Insurance 

To ensure overseas Chinese students have access to health care, all newly 

enrolling overseas Chinese students must take out six-months’ cover under 

the Hospital Accident and Medical Insurance for Overseas Chinese 

Students (HAMIOCS) program when they enroll and register at their 

educational institution. The Overseas Community Affairs Council (OCAC) 

subsidizes half of the premium.  

Overseas Chinese students who have obtained a residency document are 

required by law to join the National Health Insurance program from the 

day that they have resided in Taiwan for six consecutive months, or if they 

have been outside the country one time only for no more than 30 days, 

from the day that they have spent a total period equivalent to six months in 

Taiwan, not including the time spent outside the country.  

An overseas Chinese student whose family is in straitened circumstances 

may submit an application form and documentary proof of their straitened 

circumstances to their educational institution. It will assess whether a 

student who is covered by the National Health Insurance scheme is eligible 

to receive a subsidy for the user-paid portion of the National Health 

Insurance premium, with half being paid by the OCAC, and the student 

paying the remainder. If such an overseas Chinese student was already 

enrolled at an educational institution in Taiwan and was covered by the 

National Health Insurance scheme before December 31, 2013, the OCAC 

will similarly pay half of the premium that the student is responsible for. 

Such students apply through their educational institution and are not 

required to provide any documentary proof of straitened circumstances. 

6 Medical And 

Emergency Relief 

Aid for Overseas 

Chinese Students 

The Overseas Community Affairs Council takes care of overseas Chinese 

students studying in Taiwan if they encounter major financial burdens as a 

result of large medical expenses incurred being hospitalized in Taiwan 

because of injury or illness; if some unforeseen event in the family causes 

a discontinuation of financial support and this immediately badly affects 
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them; or if some force majeure event or natural disaster causes major 

financial loss. They may apply to the Overseas Community Affairs 

Council through their educational institution for financial assistance. If a 

student dies while undertaking studies in Taiwan their family may apply 

for financial assistance. 

7 Academic 

Assistance for 

Overseas Chinese 

Students 

To enhance overseas Chinese students' Mandarin Chinese language and 

basic learning skills, each educational institution may apply for funding to 

organize tutorial classes for basic subjects, and academic tutoring during 

the summer and winter breaks in accordance with the Implementation 

Directions Governing Ministry of Education Subsidies for Senior 

Secondary Schools or Above to Provide Overseas Compatriot Students 

Tutorials formulated by the Ministry of Education. 

8 Work Permits for 

Overseas Chinese 

Students to do 

Off-Campus 

Part-Time Work 

In accordance with the Employment Services Act, overseas Chinese 

students are not permitted to undertake part-time work for more than 20 

hours each week except during the summer and winter breaks. Overseas 

Chinese students who wish to apply for a work permit must submit an 

application to the Workforce Development Agency of the Ministry of 

Labor which is the central competent authority. However, overseas Chinese 

students are advised to seriously concentrate on their studies rather than 

working, and they must avoid working in any workplace that raises safety 

concerns or that is in any way inappropriate. 

9 Overseas Chinese 

Students’ Military 

Service Duty 

From January 1st of the year in which they turn 19 years of age, male 

overseas Chinese students who have previously held a household 

registration in Taiwan and are of conscriptable age must act in compliance 

with the procedures regarding their military service duty set out in the Act 

of Military Service System. 

10 Overseas Chinese 

Students 

Residency 

Overseas Chinese students who come to Taiwan to study must undertake 

appropriate residency procedures. An overseas Chinese student who comes 

to Taiwan with an R.O.C. passport or official entry document who already 

has household registration in Taiwan must register with the local household 

registration office. Those without household registration in Taiwan must 

apply for a Resident Certificate for the Taiwan Area. Those coming to 

Taiwan on a foreign passport must apply for alien residency and get an 

Alien Resident Certificate. 

11 Re-entry Permit 

 

Overseas Chinese students may leave and re-enter Taiwan multiple times 

while their resident visa is valid. If you need an extension, please apply for 

it in accordance with the regulations before the deadline stipulated.  

12 Annual Activities 

for Overseas 

Chinese Students 

1. Each year, the Overseas Community Affairs Council assists educational 

institutions to hold receptions for newly arrived overseas Chinese 

students, an annual Overseas Chinese Student Spring Festival ancestor 
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worship and banquet for teachers and students event, and large scale 

social activities in spring, as well as workshops for outstanding 

office-bearers of overseas Chinese student clubs on campuses 

throughout Taiwan, career planning workshops and career expos, and 

farewell parties for students graduating from universities and colleges. 

Please consult the Overseas Chinese Student Counseling Office at your 

educational institution for details.  

2. The MOE provides funding each year to all educational institutions to 

conduct counseling services and traditional festival activities for 

overseas Chinese students, and arranges joint delegations of people 

from central government units to attend each educational institution’s 

Overseas Chinese Student activities.  

13 Overseas Chinese 

Students Staying 

in Taiwan to 

Work after they 

Graduate 

 

Outstanding overseas Chinese students who are interested in staying in 

Taiwan to work may submit an application to the Labor Development 

Agency of the Ministry of Labor through their intended employer after 

they graduate. Since July 2014, a points-based quota system for reviewing 

applications has been implemented to encourage outstanding overseas 

students to stay in Taiwan and work after they graduate. It assesses and 

takes into account eight wide-ranging criteria: each applicant’s academic 

record and credentials, the salary they would receive, their work 

experience, their qualifications for the work position, Chinese language 

proficiency, foreign language proficiency, background growing up in a 

foreign country, and how their application aligns with government policies. 

14 Stay in Contact 

after Graduating 

Overseas Chinese students who have graduated and will then return to their 

country of residence: please get in touch with the closest association of 

graduates of Taiwan universities, or alumni association of your university 

in Taiwan, when you arrive back to make it easy to maintain contact. 

15 Related Websites Overseas Community Affairs Council:  

http://www.ocac.gov.tw/OCAC/Eng/Default.aspx 

The Overseas Compatriot Student Counseling Circle http://ocs.ocac.net 

Department of International and Cross-strait Education, Ministry of 

Education: http://depart.moe.edu.tw/ED2500/ 

University Entrance Committee for Overseas Chinese Students: 

http://www.overseas.ncnu.edu.tw/ 

Workforce Development Agency, Ministry of Labor  

http://www.wda.gov.tw 
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