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he senior secondary education system

encompasses senior high school and

senior vocational school for students

aged fifteen to eighteen years old.
Students can cultivate their academic knowledge
and develop their personalities through both
streams offering a great variety of educational
content and extracurricular activities.

The three-year high school is part of Taiwan’s
mainstream educational system. Over the past
several years, the Ministry of Education has pushed
forward plans to include senior secondary school

as part of compulsory education with the aim of
relieving study pressure on high school students and

narrowing the gap between rural and urban schools.

Prior to the implementation of multi-channel admission
into colleges and universities in 2001, senior high schools
were primarily focused on preparing students to pass
the Joint University Entrance Examination (JUEE). These
days, admission into colleges or universities can be
gained through recommendation by senior high schools,
after taking a test set by the various departments of
colleges and universities, or by taking the JUEE. Senior
high schools now encourage their students to take part
in extracurricular activities, such as student councils,
non-governmental organisations and international
competitions. Admission into better universities now
partly depends upon involvement in such activities.

Enhancement of Global Competitiveness

The MOE has taken two important steps to infuse
the principles of global competitiveness into senior
secondary education. Firstly, the Ministry designed
a global learning environment in 2002 that included
well-structured English courses. Secondly, the MOE
encouraged high school students to participate in

International Mathematics and Science Olympiads.

Moreover, in 2005, the Ministry introduced policies
intended to increase the number of international
students studying in Taiwan. In 2009 the Secondary
School Exchange International (SSEI) programme
was launched to provide a win-win learning
environment. The SSEI has two approaches: “Visiting
Taiwan”: international students coming to Taiwan to
study; and “Visit Tours from Taiwan”: students from

Taiwan going to study abroad.
Dual-Stream High School

For students who are undecided on whether to follow
an academic or a vocational track in their secondary
education, the MOE, in 1996, established several
experimental dual-stream high schools that offer

the usual secondary school academic content and
vocational skills courses. Students study a first and
second foreign language, mathematics, social and
natural sciences, the arts, marine science, physical
education and vocational skills; they are also

encouraged to be active in extracurricular activities.

Students who complete 160 credits could decide to
continue their studies in four-year technical colleges,
two-year junior colleges, or in universities. They could
also decide to start working as they would have gained

adequate vocational training.

Nurturing Diversified Talents

Education in Taiwan is now focused on nurturing
versatility. Hence, over the past few years, senior secondary
schools and higher education institutes have adopted
more diversified and internationalised curricula. With

a more flexible college/university entrance system, high
school students are encouraged not only to pass the
entrance exam with high scores, but also to cultivate
versatility in ways such as strengthening their language

capabilities.

In 1999, the Ministry designed the five-year Senior
High School Second Foreign Language Education Plan.
During the first phase of this plan, the MOE focused on
training qualified teachers, enhancing course designs and
improving teaching facilities. More foreign languages,
such as Korean, Vietnamese, Japanese, French and

Spanish were included in the plan.
Senior Vocational Education
Technological and Vocational Education

echnological and Vocational Education is
offered at senior vocational schools, junior

colleges, colleges and universities of technology.

Students who graduate from senior vocational schools
or junior colleges are, in principle, equipped to start a
business, take up employment or pursue a degree at a

university of technology.

Industry-Academia Partnership Programme
The MOE, in accordance with the Human Resources
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Programmes passed by the Executive Yuan in 2005,
plans to expand the industry-based content of school
curricula in order to derive more value from the increased
cooperation between private firms and schools. Thus, the

Industry-Academia Partnership Programme was born in

2006.

The programme is meant to enhance industry-academia

cooperation by means of several options. They are:

the “three-in-one” programme (senior vocational
schools + colleges + partner enterprises), the “three
plus two” programme (senior vocational schools +
two-year colleges), the “three-two-two” programme
(senior vocational schools + two-year colleges + two-
year technological institutes), or the “three plus four”
programme (senior vocational schools + four-year

technological institutes).

Such a programme, based on the vertical continuation
principle, will help students to find a job in the partner

companies after receiving complete professional training.

The MOE also plans to revise the Education Personnel
Employment Law by loosening restrictions on a
professor’s temporary employment in industry in the
computation of their years of service. This could help
teachers to undertake further research and benefit

students’ learning prospects.
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