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Tobias Off has been studying for one year under the Global MBA Programme
at National Taiwan University. He still has another year to go.

He first visited Taiwan six years ago and found the island to be a good place to live. After completing
his undergraduate studies, he wanted a change in his life and to keep on learning Chinese.

“Taiwan is a great country,” Off says. “People are so friendly and
you never run into trouble, especially as a foreigner.”

He says the fact Taiwan is a democratic country is important to him. “I
would probably feel uncomfortable on the mainland.”

One of the biggest advantages of studying at NTU, Off says, is that he can
study Business Administration and learn Chinese at the same time.

NTU’s MBA programme is more about practical management and less about research in
that area, according to Off. In the first year, students work on a number of case studies
from Harvard Business School and consider real life examples. “l think that makes
sense for us, as we get trained for management positions in the corporate world.”

In his free time, Off likes to travel around the island, to places where tourists usually do not visit. In
Taipei he often goes to some nearby hills for a walk, or travels to Yilan on the weekends to go surfing.

He has some advice to give to international students considering undertaking degrees
in Taiwan. The first piece of advice would be to focus on learning Chinese.

“A foreign student’s life in Taiwan is quite convenient and sometimes it is easy to get a little
lazy about Chinese,” Off says, “but after all, learning Chinese is probably one of the main
reasons to study.in Taiwan, so it should not be neglected, even if it takes a lot of effort.”

He suggests that those interested in studying in Taiwan could try writing an
e-mail or finding somebody already studying the subject they are interested in, as
talking to insiders can help ensure they will not be disappointed later on.





