Teachers’ Qualifications

Study in Taiwan

The Ministry of Education is aware of its
responsibility to give teachers a chance to
develop and upgrade their talents and professional
skills in order to meet 21st century standards.

The Ministry of Education considers
international cooperation and collaboration
as a cornerstone to its efforts to embrace
internationalization, especially to institutions
of higher education.

Thus the MOE offers two projects targeting the
quality of teaching at primary and junior high
schools and institutions of higher education.
To support teachers, the MOE follows a dual
approach. First, teacher education institutions
were asked to raise their requirements for
core subjects such as Mandarin Chinese,
Mathematics and English. Teacher candidates
at institutions of higher education were given
qualification assessments to gauge the quality of
their teaching skills, advanced knowledge and
research capabilities.
Second, to attract more talented students to
select teaching as their career path, monthly
scholarships of NT$8,000 were offered,
resulting in 1,161 students being awarded
scholarships in SY 2010.

Teacher Preparation Internship
Program
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All primary and junior and high school
teacher candidates enter a teacher preparation
internship program on completing their teacher

education curriculum, as strong guidance and
support is required.
The MOE has made NT$5.7 million available
for teacher education institutions to set up
consultation centers, to help the candidates
deal with any problems that might arise during
the internship.
In addition to the current 33 teacher education
institutions, the MOE spent NT$18 million to
support 72 other fine institutions providing
internship programs. In November 2011, the
MOE held an annual internship seminar to
allow candidates to share their experiences.

Teaching Enhancement Project
The MOE supports teacher professional
development by encouraging teachers to
acquire such skills as computer-assisted
teaching, foreign language courses and
advanced degrees.
In SY 2010 there were 14 universities/colleges
offering 84 part-time masters degree courses for
teachers, with 2,013 individuals enrolled. Nine
institutions of higher education established 57
second language acquisition programs, allowing
1,710 primary and junior high school teachers
to improve their foreign language ability.

The number of international students studying
in Taiwan for their degree programs, study
of Mandarin Chinese or exchange programs
has increased to 44,165, in 2011 a significant
increase from SY 2006, when international
student enrolment was 26,488.
T h e M O E e s t a b l i s h e d t h e B u re a u o f
International Cultural and Educational
Relations (BICER), in 1947 to promote
international academic and cultural exchange,
along providing international students
wishing to study in Taiwan with assistance,
especially with their government scholarship
applications and information about Taiwan.
In 2002, the Academia Sinica, the foremost
research institute in Taiwan, established the
Taiwan International Graduate Program
( T I G P ) , a P h . D . p ro g r a m p ro m o t i n g
international cooperation and scholarly
ex c h a n g e , a l o n g w i t h c u l t i v a t i n g a n
intellectual environment for promising young
scholars.

TIGP students benefit from an entirely
English teaching and research environment,
while enjoying access to top scholars, teaching
faculty and state-of-the-art research facilities at
the Academic Sinica and partner universities.
Currently, there are 340 international students
representing 35 countries that are enrolled in
TIGP, which offers nine programs to choose
from.
Meanwhile, the number of English taught
programs and courses, in Taiwan is on the
increase. For example, the National Taiwan
University, the National Chengchi University,
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