
Educational System
 Students may study, under the current 
education system, for up to 22 years, 
which includes 2 years of preschool 
educa t i on ,  6  y ea r s  o f  p r imar y 
education, 3 years of junior high 
school, 3 years of senior high school, 4 
to 7 years of college or university, 1 to 
4 years for a master’s degree and 2 to 
7 years for a doctoral degree.

Compulsory Education
A 9-year Compulsory Education system was 
put into effect in 1968, of which 6 years are for 
elementary education and 3 years are for junior 
high school. To offer more diverse opportunities 
for junior high school students, technical arts 
education is included as well. Practical classes 
allow students to better understand future 
vocation and career choices. Compulsory 
education will be extended to twelve years in 
2014.

Senior High School and Vocational 
Education
This category includes senior high schools and 
vocational high schools and consists of three 
years of schooling. Senior high school includes 
“ordinary senior high schools,” “comprehensive 
senior high schools,” “magnet senior high 
schools,” and “experimental senior high schools.” 
Vocational high schools offer a special curriculum 
with general high school courses as well as classes 
in practical skills, classes in industry-related 
subjects, and cooperative education programs, 
all designed in line with the various needs of 
students for a balanced vocational education.

Junior College Education
Vocational school education can be classified 
according to admission requirements into 5-year 

junior colleges and 2-year junior colleges. 5-year 
junior colleges admit graduates of junior high 
schools, whereas 2-year junior colleges admit 
graduates of vocational high schools. 

Teacher Education Programs
The teacher education system, comprising 
multiple providers, serves to screen potential 
teacher candidates and establish a pool of 
prospective teachers. Teachers who teach 
kindergarten, primary school, junior high school, 
and senior high school are trained in teachers 
colleges or universities with teacher training 
programs or centers. These institutions are also 
responsible for providing in-service training and 
guidance for local education practitioners.

University/College and Graduate 
School Education
The maximum study period for university 
education (including universities, colleges, 
universities of technology, and technical colleges) 
is 4 years (the Post-bachelor Second Specialty 
Program is 1-2 years, while the Associate Degree 
offered by technical colleges is usually 2 years), 
and internships can last one-half to 2 years 
depending on the needs of the subject. For 
Master’s Degree candidates, the study period is 
1-4 years and for Doctoral Degree candidates the 
duration is 2-7 years.
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Special Education
Special education institutions are established for students with mental and/or physical disabilities, and 
offer education at the levels of kindergarten, primary school (6 years), junior high school (3 years), 
and senior or vocational high school (3 years). Moreover, schools not exclusively dedicated to special 
education may also offer special education classes. Additionally, there are also resource rooms in 
universities to guide and to support students with disabilities.

Supplementary and Continuing Education
Supplementary and continuing education institutions provide extensive and comprehensive learning 
opportunities for the general public. This kind of education can be divided into general supplementary 
education, continuing education, and short-term supplementary education.
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SPEC
IA

L ED
U

C
ATIO

N

SU
PPLEM

EN
TA

RY
 &

 C
O

N
TIN

U
IN

G
 ED

U
C

ATIO
N

C
O

N
T. SR

.
SEC

. SC
H

O
O

L
SU

PP. JR
.

H
IG

H
 SC

H
O

O
L

SU
PP. PR

IM
A

RY
 

SC
H

O
O

L

O
PEN

 U
N

IV
ER

SITY
 C

O
N

T. 
C

O
LLEG

E
C

O
N

T. JR
.

C
O

LLEG
E

H
IG

H
ER

 ED
U

C
ATIO

N
N

IN
E-Y

EA
R

 C
O

M
PU

LSO
RY

 
ED

U
C

ATIO
N

SR
. SEC

.
ED

U
C

ATIO
N

PR
ESC

H
O

O
L 

ED
U

C
ATIO

N

 

TEC
H

. &
 JR

. C
O

L. ED
U

C
ATIO

N
N

IN
E-Y

EA
R

 C
O

M
PU

LSO
RY

 
ED

U
C

ATIO
N

PR
ESC

H
O

O
L

ED
U

C
ATIO

N

SEN
IO

R
 H

IG
H

&
 V

O
C

ATIO
N

A
L

JU
N

IO
R

 H
IG

H
PR

IM
A

RY
K

IN
D

ER
-

G
A

RTEN

25 30

24 29

23 28

22 27

21 26

20 25

19 24

18 23

17 22

16 21

15 20

14 19

13 18

12 17

11 16

10 15

9 14

8 13

7 12

6 11

5 10

4 9

3 8

2 7

1 6

5

4

N
O

R
M

A
L

SC
H

O
O

L

A
G

E

A
G

E

 

JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS

PRIMARY SCHOOLS

D
O

C
TO

R
A

L
PR

O
G

R
A

M

DOCTORAL PROGRAM

UNIVERSITY & COLLEGE

SENIOR
HIGH

SCHOOLS

SENIOR
VOCATIONAL

SCHOOLS

(COMPREHENSIVE 
HIGH SCHOOLS)

MASTER PROGRAM

TECHNICAL COLLEGE

JUNIOR
COLLEGE

(4YRS.) (2YRS.)

(5Y
R

S.)

D
EPT. FO

R
 PO

ST-
B

A
C

C
A

LA
U

R
EATE 

(1~5Y
R

S.)

M
A

STER
PR

O
G

R
A

M

KINDERGARTEN

Education 
Reform

A  . Priority integration of early 
childhood education and care
To ensure  qua l i t y  preschool  educat ion , 
kindergartens and nursery schools will be merged 
into preschools that accept pupils 2 to 6 years 
of age. Relevant legislation is in the making to 
establish a combined system of education and 
care to provide a quality and safe preschool 
environment.

B  . Implementation of 12-year Basic 
Education
A 12-year Basic Education system will be put into 
effect in 2014 to increase the number of students 

and the length of education, thereby improving 
the quality of the education environment. 
Education will be universal and tuition-free, 
and enrollment will not require admission tests. 
Additionally, the MOE will restructure enrollment 
regulations and tuition fee policies, redraw school 
districts, enhance guidance counseling, and seek 
funding for the changes proposed.

C  . Promotion of moral education 
and instructor role models
This will be done in several ways: by setting 
policy for teacher training and professional 
development, rewarding outstanding teachers 
in remote areas by offering government 
sponsorships and encouragement measures, and 
honoring outstanding teachers to boost morale 
and enthusiasm, thereby creating teacher role 
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