
34 35
Lifelong Education

Special Education

The Ministry will guide the national social education 
institutions to develop mid -term development plans. 
These institutions may establish greater utilization of 
their organizational structures through cross-industry 
alliances, collaboration with schools and the infusion 
of corporate capital, which will hopefully improve 
the features, functionalities and service qualities of 
the national social education institutions. Marketing 
activities will be held regularly on multiple subjects to 
encourage the public to visit national social education 
institutions and experience the fun of learning. In 
addition, the Ministry has also been conducting 
relocations. The relocation plan for National Taichung 
Library started in 2012 and the relocated library 
started test operation on May 15, 2012. The official 
opening was on June 3. (The library was renamed 
National Library of Public Information on January 1, 
2013.) The National Museum of Marine Science and 
Technology (Preparatory Office) test operated the 

Regional Exploration Hall on June 30, 2012 and the 
Marine Theater was inaugurated on February 1, 2013. 
Other administrative and research facilities will be fully 
open in 2013. 

In order to effectively integrate education foundation 
resources and achieve sustainability in non-profit 
organizations, the Ministry started promoting 
educational foundations as part of the lifelong 
learning project in 1999. In 2009 this effort was 
transformed into a charitable education project and 
assisted event, and in 2011 it was further transformed 
into a lifelong learning education foundation.

To promote the native language skills for the people 
of Taiwan and to encourage balanced development 
and environment for learning native languages, the 
Ministry continues to promote and support native 
language learning based on the principle of equality. 
The Ministry will continue to maintain the electronic 
dictionary for native languages, conduct certification 
programs, establish online learning resources, promote 
Taiwan Mother Language Day and establish an ideal 
environment for learning native languages in order to 
maintain the functionality of native languages. The 
Ministry will also conduct literary contests for native 
languages to speed up the revitalization and growth of 
the culture of multiple languages. 

M Promote Native Language 
Education to Increase Citizen’s 
Native Language Skills

L Raising Educational Awareness and 
Collaborating with Non-profits

K Update the Hardware and 
Software in Social Education 
Institutions to Create Diverse 
Learning Fields with Quality

Special Education

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has announced 
that all governments should adopt the concept of 
inclusive education. All students should be permitted 

to study in public schools except for those who 
have special individual conditions. Inclusive education 
means that students should be placed in a least 
restrictive environment (LRE, i.e., in public schools near 
the students’ homes, so that they may attend classes 
with peers of the same age, and receive appropriate 
support from the government). As of 2012, 93.37% of 
preschool disabled students in Taiwan are attending 
regular public schools. The figure is 87.19% for 
elementary schools, 84.44% for junior high schools 
and 73.06% for senior high schools.

The budget for special education has increased from 
NT$ 5.876 billion in 2002 to NT$9.051 billion in 
2013. The percentage of the total education budget 
allotted to special education rose from 3.84% to 
4.58%. In 2012, the number of disabled students 
in secondary and elementary schools was 103,864, 
while that of gifted students was 31,792. There were 
11,521 disabled students in universities.

The Special Education Act was amended 
in 2013 to enhance the development of 
special education and move toward the 
goal of taking care of both gifted and 
disabled students. The emphasis is on 
both quality and quantity in education, 
and protecting these students’ right to a 
proper education. A report published in 
2011 laid out the rules for implementing 
adaptive teaching and developing the full 
potential of these students to enhance 
the quality of special education.
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Special Education

Sports Affairs

1. Continue amending and putting into practice 
applicable laws.
2. In line with the integration of kindergartens 
and nurseries, to extend special education to 
children as young as two years of age.

3. S t rengthen the  p romot ion  o f  inc lus ive 
education in junior high schools and elementary 
schools.
4. Establish a roadmap for disabled students in 
the 12-year Basic Education system.
5. Encourage universities to set aside places for 
disabled students in its entrance screening or 
hold separate entrance examinations for disabled 
students.
6. Establ ishment,  in phases,  indiv idual ized 
suppor t  s y s tems  fo r  d i sab led  s tudent s  i n 
universities. 
7. Continue with the program for gifted students.
8. Actively improve accessible facilities on campus 
so as to give disabled students equal rights to 
education. 

 Key Achievements During 2002-2012 Include:

 In the Next Decade, We Hope to Take the Following Measures 
 to Improve Special Education:

1. Completion of legislation for special education; 
establishment of guidelines for special education 
policy.
2. Strengthening of multiple-route placement 
system for students with special needs; promotion 
of inclusive education.
3. Enhancement of quality and quantity of special 
education classes.
4. Increase in availability of preschool special 
education; emphasis on early intervention for 
children.
5. Improvements in pr imary and secondary 
school special education; providing more flexible 
alternatives.
6. More opportunities for students to receive 
tertiary education; making available more special 
education classroom resources.
7. Encouragement and subsidies for schools that 
help students with special needs complete full 
education.
8. Adjustment of teaching methods in special 
educat ion cur r icu la and t ra in ing of  spec ia l 
education teachers.

9. Establishment of least restrictive environments 
and support programs on campus.
10. Promotion of multiple education alternatives 
for gifted students so as to fully develop their 
talents.
11. Digitization of special education administration 
and establishment of administrative support 
networks.
12. Establishment of special education evaluation 
system so as to increase the eff ic iency and 
effectiveness of special education. 

Sports Affairs

The Sports Administration of the Ministr y of 
Education was established on January 1, 2013. 
The administration integrated sports resources 
from schools and society and drafted the White 
Paper on Sports Policy with the vision of healthy 
citizens, exceptional athletic skills and energized 
Taiwan as well as the mission of developing healthy, 
exceptional talent and creating pleasant sports 
experiences. The administration also plans the 
directions in which to guide the development of 
sports policies and prepare the sports environment. 

       
        Popularize and diversify 
        national sports 
1. Promote the sports island program with Exercise 
Stimulus Program, Express Sports Pleasure Exercise 
Program, Advisory Project for Sports Organization 
Establishment and Healthy and Sustainable Sports 
Island Project to promote regular exercise among 
the general population and improve citizens’ 
physical health and quality of life.

      Overview Key Policies and Achievements
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