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Educational System

Students may study, under the current
education system, for up to 20 years,
which includes 6 years of primary
education, 3 years of junior high
school, 3 years of senior secondary
school, 4 to 7 years of college or
university, 1 to 4 years for a master’s
degree and 2 to 7 years for a
doctoral degree.

A Compulsory Education
A 9-year Compulsory Education system was
put into effect in SY1968, of which 6 years
are for elementar y education and 3 years
for junior high school. To offer more diverse
development opportunities for junior high
school students, technical arts education is
included as well, in addition to the regular
curriculum. Practical classes allow students

to better understand vocational education
and their future career choices. 12-year Basic
Education was carried out in SY2014.

Senior secondary education consists of three
years of schooling and includes “ regular
senior secondary schools,” “skill-based senior
secondary schools,” “comprehensive senior
secondar y schools,” and “specialty-based
senior secondary schools.”

B

Junior College Education

Junior college education can be classified
according to admission requirements into
5-year junior colleges and 2-year junior
c o l l e g e s. 5 - y e a r j u n i o r c o l l e g e s a d m i t
graduates of junior high schools, whereas
2-year junior colleges admit graduates of skillbased senior secondary schools.

C Teacher Education Programs
The teacher education system, comprised of
multiple providers, serves to screen potential
teacher candidates and establish a pool
o f p r o s p e c t i v e t e a c h e r s. Te a c h e r s w h o
teach in preschool, primar y school, junior
high school, and senior secondar y school
are trained in universities of education with
teacher training programs or centers. These
institutions are also responsible for providing
in-ser vice training and guidance for local
education practitioners. In December 2012,
the Ministr y published its White Paper on
Teacher Education, which focuses on preemployment training, counseling-infused
teaching, teacher’s professional development
and support system with 9 development
strategies and 28 action plans to provide a
comprehensive plan for the education of
teachers at all levels and for all subjects. To
protect the teacher’s professional status and
the student’s right to education, the Ministry
will promote a professional development
evaluation system for teachers in primary and
secondary education. As a response to the
implementation of 12-year Basic Education in
SY2014, the Ministry will improve professional
knowledge and skills for effective teaching,
multiple evaluations and differentiated
knowledge among teachers.

D University/College and

Graduate School Education

The maximum study period for university
education (including universities, colleges,
universities of technology, and technical
c o l l e g e s ) i s 4 y e a r s ( t h e Po s t- b a c h e l o r
S e c o n d S p e c i a l t y Pr o g r a m i s 1 - 2 y e a r s,
while the bachelor ’s program is usually 2
years), and internships can last one-half
to 2 years depending on the needs of the
subject. For Master ’s Degree candidates,
the study period is 1-4 years and for
Doctoral Degree candidates the duration is
2-7 years.

E

Special Education

Special education institutions are established
for students with mental and/or physical
disabilities, and offer education at the levels
of preschool, primary school (6 years), junior
high school (3 years), and senior or vocational
high school (3 years). Moreover, students with
disabilities from all educational levels may
apply for extensions according to their mental
and physical conditions, learning needs and
willingness.

F

Arts Education

The goals of arts education are to cultivate
artistic talent, enrich the spiritual lives of
citizens and elevate the cultural level. Arts
education in Taiwan can be divided into
professional arts education offered at schools,
general arts education offered at schools and
arts education offered to the public.

G Supplementary and

Continuing Education

Supplementar y and continuing education
institutions provide extensive and
comprehensive learning opportunities for
the general public. This kind of education
can be divided into general supplementary
education, continuing education, and shortterm supplementary education.

10

11

Educational System

04

The Current School System
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A Implement White Paper

on Human Resource
Development to Actively
Nurture Top Talent

Encourage and subsidize local government to
establish non-profit preschool in cooperation
with the civil and government forces to provide
impartial and excellent child education
and care services; modify branch laws and
supplementar y measures of Technical and
Vocational Education Act to cultivate more
technical talent; develop Higher Education
Innovation and Transformation Regulation
to solve the problem of sub-replacement
fertility, the referral system of talent, and the
management of the schools; enables school
administrators to operate with more flexibility
and with the rights to add new forms of
usage to the school buildings. The authority
is planning to organize a model for nurturing
talent in universities, colleges and junior
colleges and to encourage youth to publish
their “micro movies” to present a variety of
stories and create a platform for the youth
exchange.

B Fully Implement Early

Childhood Education and
Care Act and Provide Quality
Preschool Education and Care

Subsidize the facilities of preschool to
improve the learning environment so the
basic facilities of preschools can reach the
standard of the law. Continue to expand the
functions of the Early Childhood Educare
web, which shares more useful information
(both the policies and information on raising
a child) to the public and educators so
as to facilitate their understandings to the
countr y ’s preschool education policies,
ideals, and detailed information. Build more
publicly-owned preschool; reduce the gap
of the numbers between the publicly-owned
preschool and privately-owned preschools;
encourage and subsidize non-profit preschool
to be built; support married women to go
back to work while the government calms the
worrisome hearts of the working parents with
good preschool services and after school
service.

