
In order to ful f i l l  the vis ion of cult ivat ing 
teachers for the new age and developing 
high quality education as well as a creative 
Taiwan with cultural citizens and meet the 
expectations in faculty cultivation and arts 
education, the Ministry has established the 
Department of Teacher and Arts Education 
to  be  i n  cha rge  o f  t he  p lann i ng  and 
promotion of faculty cult ivation and arts 
education affairs. The department wil l be 
the window for coordinating and integrating 
interdepartmental affairs and combining 
resources vertically and horizontally.

The goal is to use arts education to cultivate 
c i t i zens ’  sense of  cu l tu re and cu l t ivate 
exemplary teachers on the foundation of 
aesthetic education. The measures are as 
follows:

Establish a communication platform 
among administrative organizations for 
arts education at all levels;

Formulate and promote mid- and long-
range plans for aesthetic education;

E n c o u r a g e  i n d u s t r y - a c a d e m i a 
collaboration;

Integrate arts and aesthetic education 
with faculty cultivation. 

Study in Taiwan14
T h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n  c o n s i d e r s 
international cooperation and collaboration 
a corners tone of i t s  ef for ts  to embrace 
internationalization, especially for institutions 
of higher education.

The number of international degree students, 
language students, and exchange students 
studying in Taiwan has increased to 92,685 in 
2014, a significant increase from 2006, when 
international student enrollment was only 
26,488. 

T h e  M O E  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  B u r e a u  o f 
In te rnat iona l  Cu l tu ra l  and Educat iona l 
Re la t i on s  ( B ICER )  i n  1947  to  p romote 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a c a d e m i c  a n d  c u l t u r a l 
exchange, along with providing international 
s tudents wishing to study in Taiwan with 
assistance, especially with their government 
scholarship applications and information 
about Taiwan. In order to promote Taiwan’s 
international education exchange programs 
and to integrate the cross-strait educational 
a f f a i r s ,  t h e  M O E  h a s  r e - o r g a n i z e d  i t s 
former Bureau of International Cultural and 
Educational Relations, the Mainland Affairs 
Division and the Commission of Overseas 
Chinese Education Affair to become the 
Department of International and Cross-strait 
Education as of January 1, 2013.

In addit ion to efforts made to create an 
internationalized environment for academic 
study, Taiwan is an ideal study destination 
fo r  seve ra l  reasons.  Acco rd ing  to  the 
Foundation for International Cooperation in 
Higher Education of Taiwan (FICHET), these 
reasons include the fact that Taiwan has high 
quality academic environment, offers many 
scholarships, exists in a convenient location, 

requests for reasonable tuition, provides a 
good Mandarin Chinese learning and living 
environment, and studying in Taiwan will be 
helpful for further study and career. Besides, 
Taiwan’s rich cultural heritage, its advanced 
technology and i t s  breath-tak ing t ravel 
destinations and sights are all attractive to 
international students.

Taiwan can be roughly div ided into two 
geographic sections; the flat, gently rolling 
hills to the west, where 90% of the population 
l i ves,  and the  rugged,  fo res t -cove red 
mountains to the east. There are nine national 
parks showcasing the diverse terrain and the 
flora and fauna of the island.

In addition, Taiwan is rich in the diversity of 
its biological species, boasting more than 
50,000 endemic species, or 2.5% of the 
world’s total, according to a survey released 
by the Council of Agriculture.

Taiwan and its people are renown for their 
warm, welcoming and hospitable nature 
towards international visitors and students. 
Th is  has became Taiwan’s  in ternat ional 
‘ t rademark ’. On the fol lowing pages are 
two stories about international scholarship 
students, currently studying in Taiwan.
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Study in Taiwan

In 2004, four government agencies, the 
Minist r y of Education (MOE), the Minist r y 
o f  Fo re ign  A f fa i r s  (MOFA) ,  the  M in i s t r y 
o f  E c on o m i c  A f fa i r s  ( M O E A ) ,  an d  t h e 
Nat iona l  Sc ience Counci l  (NSC)  o f  the 
Executive Yuan jointly initiated the Taiwan 
S c h o l a r s h i p  P r o g r a m  t o  e n c o u r a g e 
ou t s tan d i n g  i n te r n a t i o n a l  s t u den t s  t o 
under take degree programs in  Ta iwan. 
The different types of Taiwan Scholarships 
include: 

* Recipients are from countries which have 
diplomatic relations with the Republic of 
China (Taiwan), or from countries specified 
as diplomatically favorable by MOFA. The 
scholarship includes:

* Round-tr ip economy-class di rect-route 
international airfare plus a monthly stipend of 
NT$30,000.

* Recipients must be from countries other than 
those specified under the MOFA Scholarship.

* Waiver of tu i t ion and certain fees i f  a 
recipient studies in an “Association of Taiwan 
Scholarship Program School”. The MOE awards 
each recipient per semester up to NT$40,000. 
If the total amount of these fees exceeds 
NT$40,000, the remainder of all costs shall 
be covered by either the recipient, or the 
recipient ’s college, whereas over NT$40,000 
are the sole responsibility of the recipient. 
Tuition and academic fees do not include 

any of the following: administration fees, 
thesis advising fees, insurance premiums, 
accommodation, Internet access, all of which 
are payable by the recipients. 

* Each recipient will receive a monthly stipend 
of NT$15,000 for undergraduate degree 
studies and NT$20,000 for postgraduate 
degree studies.

Scholarships Scholarships

A MOFA Scholarship

The Huayu Enr ichment Scholarship (HES) 
was established by the MOE to encourage 
internat ional students to learn Mandarin 
Chinese in Taiwan. While offering language 
and culture study opportunities for Mandarin 
Chinese and Taiwanese cultures at universities 
and colleges with affiliated Mandarin Chinese 

Language Training Centers, this program 
also aims to assist scholarship recipients in 
acquiring Mandarin Chinese language skills 
and competencies. This, in turn, will increase 
international students’ appreciation of Taiwan. 
The Huayu Enrichment Scholarship is awarded 
by Republic of China (Taiwan) Representative 
Offices or Embassies based on merit. A monthly 
stipend of NT$25,000 is offered to recipients for 
a maximum period of one year. 

Outs tand ing h igher  educat ion  sys tem, 
hospitable people, a society where modern 
and ancient culture harmoniously coexist 
were among other appeals that have drawn 
Diahyani Putri to Taiwan. 

Hail ing from Indonesia, Putri is now in her 
second year of the IMBA program, which is 
fully funded by the scholarship provided by 
the Ministry of Education. In her opinion, NUK 
is a well-organized university and advances 
in technology, in addit ion to support ive 
personnel and knowledgeable professors. 

The talented young woman also studies 
Mandarin here. Despite it ’s quite a challenge 
for a foreigner, Putri has managed to master 
it for she believes that “Mandarin is a great 

tool that you can use in your life, because 
it ’s the language of the future and the most 
commonly spoken language in the world after 
English.”

Living in Taiwan for two years now, Putri has 
performed a keen observation and founded 
Taiwan “an extravagant mix of technological 
innovation and traditional Chinese, and is one 
of the only places on earth where ancient 
religious and cultural practices still thrive in an 
overwhelmingly modern landscape.” 

Besides academic pursuit, Putri is also satisfied 
with her choice as she enjoys much the 
natural beauty of Taiwan, learning Taiwanese 
culture, and making new fr iends around. 
“Taiwanese people are surprisingly welcoming 
and always ready to lend a hand when you 
need one, the food offers an adventure in 
itself, and the places to travel are diverse,” 
she said. 

Huayu Enrichment 
Scholarship (HES)The Taiwan Scholarship

Rewarding Experience 
Gained Through 
Studying in Taiwan 

Diahyani Putri, 27, International Master of 
Business Administration ( IMBA) Master 
Program, National University of Kaohsiung 
(NUK)

This scholarship is offered by the Ministry of 
Science and Technology, Republic of China 
(Taiwan) to purse a Master or Doctoral Degree 
in Taiwan.

M a s t e r  p r o g r a m :  m a x i m u m  2 
years, monthly st ipends NT$30,000. 
Doctoral program: maximum 3 years, 
monthly stipends NT$30,000.

*The MOST Taiwan Scholarsh ip Program 
provides only monthly stipends to scholarship 
recipients. The costs of tui t ion, housing, 
books, medical insurance, airfare to Taiwan 
and other expenses wi l l  be defrayed by 
themselves. 

*The award period for each study program 
varies as follows:

MOE ScholarshipB

MOST ScholarshipC
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Vision15
In the face of sub-replacement fertility trend, 
globalization and digitalization, an innovative 
education is the top priority of the government. 
Our education policies should continue the 
wel l-bui l t  foundation, uses al l  education 
resources efficiently, listen to the voices of 
various fields. In order to help the younger 
generations to find their future paths and to 
increase Taiwan’s international competiveness, 
the Ministry would adapt a modern mindset 
and information technology, proactive in 
developing talent and expand new areas. 
Therefore, the education policies of a fast-
paced and innovative modern age should 
be more attentive to the current environment 
and understand the scientific data. This way, 
the policies can increase their precisions and 
imaginations in predicting the future education 
and paint a clearer picture of our future 
society. Furthermore, the policies could then 
create new role models and encourage the up 
and coming development, connect resources 
from various professional fields, ensure the core 
values of education, give every child the ability 
of independence, execute diverse values, and 
modify the system and resources.

Nurturing quality and creative recruits and 
increasing international competitiveness is 
the overall vision of the Ministry of Education. 
I t entai ls three signif icant meanings – to 
establish a quality educational environment 
to  cu l t i va te  rec ru i t s  w i t h  i n te rna t iona l 
competitiveness; enjoy physical and healthful 
living for all, with top sports honors for Taiwan; 
nurturing youth as the innovative leaders of 
reform. The Ministry also proposed twelve key 
implementations, including the White Paper 
on Human Resource Development to nurture 
top talent; fully implement Early Childhood 
Education and Care Act to ensure the quality 
of preschool education and care; enact 12-
year Basic Education; promote Phase 2 of 

the Technological and Vocational Education 
Reform Plan to br idge the gap between 
academics and industry; improve the quality 
of higher education and promote the export 
of higher education; cultivate mentors and 
popularize arts education; build a society 
with lifelong learning and promote family and 
seniors education; promote e-learning and 
establish a sustainable campus; build a friendly 
and healthy campus and implement gender 
equality and moral education; reinforce care 
and assistance for the disadvantaged and 
protect their rights to education; establish 
a qual i ty  sports  envi ronment to win top 
international honors; create a diverse learning 
environment for youths to improve their core 
competitiveness.     

The Ministr y of Education holds the core 
value of education; respects diversity and 
creative spir i ts; abandons the tradit ional 
mindset of “ranking” and embraces creating 
“uniqueness”; proactive in promoting an 
innovative education; listens to the voices of 
the grassroots civilians; uses the media to press 
on civil society participation and transparent 
public policies; integrate forces and resources 
from various professional fields to promote 
12-year Basic Education; experiment through 
using innovation education to change the 
environment of rural education; recreates 
vocational and technical education and 
increase start ups; creates a new page for 
the higher education; increases youth’s global 
mobility; organize youth scholars training plan; 
assists schools to develop unique education 
thus developing of the local communities; 
provides a stage for the youth to fulfill their 
dreams; starts from caring for the locals and in 
turns create a diverse “individuality”; increases 
global competiveness and builds a prosper, 
happy, harmonious and sustainable society 
together. 
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Richard Ericson may surprise many Taiwanese 
upon first meeting with his fluent Mandarin. 
Very outgoing and expressive, Richard is a 
once-of-a-while guest in TV shows that explore 
cultural differences upon various topics. 

“ P r a c t i c e  d i d  g r e a t  h e l p  t o  i m p r o v e 
proficiency,” said Richard, who comes from 
Sweden and is currently a junior studying at 
the Department of Business Management, 
National Sun Yat-sen University. 

NSYSU and Kaohsiung have been the main 
living circle for Richard since he came to 
Taiwan more than four years ago. Hail ing 
from Gothenburg, the second largest city in 
Sweden, Richard accustomed just very well 
to the life in Kaohsiung. “I think it ’s much more 
comfortable living in Kaohsiung than in Taipei 
as the pace is slower and the weather is 
usually sunny here,” he compared. In his free 
time, the young man enjoys going to night 
markets, visiting scenic spots, and meeting 
friends. 

Having received education in both Sweden 
and Taiwan, Richard offered a comparison 
based on his keen observation. In his opinion, 
Sweden educat ion  sy s tem focuses  on 
students’ academic prowess in an earlier 
period, while Taiwan provides a more loose 
and act ive atmosphere,  such as c lubs 
appearing in a wide selection in college. 

From a broader picture, Richard also shared 
his opinion of the countr y he has already 
stayed for more than four years.  He recalled 
a visit to Sandimen in Pingtung, one of the 
main regions where res ides the Paiwan 
tribe, and surprised to find that he couldn’t 
understand anything an aboriginal woman 
said to him. “Taiwan is a small island, yet 
accommodates rich ethnic cultures,” said the 
keen observer.  

A Small Island Yet 
Accommodates Rich 
Ethnic Cultures: Taiwan

Richard Ericson, 27, Junior, Department of 
Business Management, National Sun Yat-
sen University




