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Safety, Convenience,
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Choice
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A bright face with lively expression, Tawonga
Gondwe is a graduate student at the
Department of Information Management, I-Shou
University.

Only 19 when Gondwe firstly arrived Taiwan to
join the 1 year language enrichment scholarship
program in 2010. It’s not easy at the very
beginning as culture shocks and challenges
came together. But Gondwe took it as a driving
force. “I used all these to learn the language and
be the person that I am today,” she said.
Beyond learning language itself, the school
of f ered a range of intriguing courses. A
film produced in Mandarin is one among
the highlights. She and her team drew the
inspiration from the TOCFL exam they were
required to take and made a film titled “Super
Students,” which “shows how much we felt the
pressure to have to do our best,” she said.
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After she got accepted to I-Shou University, she
moved to Kaohsiung and it’s the sixth year of
her stay, which is long enough to enable her to
identify some strengths of studying in Taiwan.
First of all, it’s safety. “Parents would be less
worried and student would find it easier to
adapt to the environment if it’s safe,” she said.
Convenience and accessibility are the other
traits. The availability of resources like health
insurance, online library, and other educational
resources have made learning easier and more
enjoyable, she added.
Gondwe considered that the work ethic in
Taiwan is pretty good and the environment is
wonderful, and therefore expects that in the
future to create more connections between my
country and Taiwan corporately.
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Education is a long-term process that requires
continuous effort. The purpose of an educational
system is to cultivate talent needed for the next
generation. We aim to focus on students, foster
their visionary capacity and cross-disciplinary
skills so that they will be able to think on their
own, connect with our society and overcome
challenges in the future.
Regarding compulsory education, the
Ministry, after reaching an agreement with
local governments and society in general,
has started to gradually implement a 12 year Basic Education that provides “Exam Free Admission and Nearby Enrollment” to
eliminate unnecessary academic pressure and
allow students to learn happily while respecting
diversity and promoting adaptive development
for students. Concerning higher education, as a
consequence of the low-birth rate, the Ministry
will actively provide assistance to universities
to make necessary transitions and develop their
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unique features while protecting students’ rights
and narrowing the gap between what students
have learned and what they do for a living, and
fostering talent needed by industry. Meanwhile,
an evaluation of the current assessment system
will be conducted to make sure it does offer
assistance to universities in developing their
unique features.
In future, the Ministry will continue to uphold
the idea of “replace the right to an education
with the right to learn, for all citizens, and
make education genuinely learner-centered”
and, through firm implementation of various
educational projects, start a new page in
our nation’s education system, carry out
deregulation and innovation in the education
system, take the initiative to establish platforms
to communicate to the world, and strengthen
partnerships with local governments to cultivate
mature citizens for the next generation.
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