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Vision

“Because I like theatres 
and plays,” said Lana Low, a 
student from Taipei National 
University of the Arts (TNUA), 
when asked about her choice 
of higher education. Coming 
from Seremban, Malaysia, she 
has known where her passion 
is since her teenage years. 

“At first I didn’t think that 
much. I just liked it. To perform 
a nd  h o w  e v e r y on e  w a s 
collaborating with one another,” 
said Low, referring to the time 
when she was in high school 
learning acting and performing 
from teachers back in Malaysia. 

The decision to study in 
Taiwan was made based on 
several influences. Besides 
her love for Taiwanese popular 
culture and her acting teachers’ 
recommendation of the school, 
“Secret Love in Peach Blossom 
Land,” the play she watched a 
few years ago and fell in love 
with, was also part of why she 
chose to study in TNUA. 

“I found that one of the main 
performers, Chin Shih-chieh, 
was teaching in the university, 
and that added to the reason,” 
said Low. 

Knowing what she wants and 
what she needs to achieve, she 

put effort into everything she 
was doing. She worked hard 
and took part in a variety of 
competitions in Malaysia to be 
able to study abroad. She later 
earned the scholarship from 
the Taiwan government and 
has been supported financially 
on both college tuition fee and 
living expenses for four years. 

When she first arrived, she 
was eager to meet new people 
and spent her first year traveling 
around in Taiwan. She described 
living in Taiwan as an experience 
that has opened her mind.

“Democracy...  Growing 
up in a place that is relatively 
deprived of such idea, I didn’t 
know what liberation and 
freedom are like,” said her. 

Not only has the environment 
but also the university had 
an impact on her. She said 
she learned to understand 
people and the characters in 
her first year of university. She 
learned to observe and stand 
in others’ shoes. What she has 
been through here is beyond 
academic experiences. She 
sees the society and the people 

from a humanity perspective. 
“I feel like Taiwan, more 

specifically, my school, has 
shaped the way I think and see 
things,” she said. 

However, there are also 
difficulties and cultural shock. 
L o w  s a i d  t h e  e s s e n t i a l 
differences between Taiwan 
a n d  M a l a y s i a  c a n  b e 
challenging. She compared two 
societies with characteristics of 
individualism and collectivism, 
trying to adjust herself from the 
latter to the former. She said it 
takes understanding and open-
minded attitude to study in a 
new environment. 

Low chose to focus on 
directing in the third year and 
hopes to become a theatre 
director in Taiwan one day. With 
huge passion for directing, 
she is going to start her career 
from working as an assistant 
and trying various characters 
to build up experiences for her 
future goal. 

“I like plays and theatres 
m o r e ,  b u t  I  w o n ’ t  l i m i t 
myself and I’m open to any 
opportunity,” she said. 

“Studying in Taiwan Has 
Influenced Me in A Lot of Ways” 
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Education is a process which changes 
people’s lives, so the purpose of an educational 
system is not just to cultivate the talent needed 
for the next generation, but even more so to 
assist each student to receive more opportunities 
to learn and to develop. We hope that a child 
raised by any school can really have been 
given more new abilities, a new work attitude 
and a new professional discipline. The Ministry 
of Education will uphold the idea of “replacing 
the right to a basic education with the right to 
learn, for all citizens, and providing education 
that is genuinely learner-centered.” Grasping the 
principles of system integration, communication 
and cooperation, and by adapting structures 
while respecting the individual differences, the 
Ministry of Education will move toward the aim of 
“spontaneity,” “interaction” and “mutual benefit,” 
and make civic education take root in order to 
cultivate the future citizen of the new generation.

In future, apart from planning each education 
policy, the Ministry of Education will also continue 
to establish positive partnership relations with 
schools and local governments so that the 
planning and determining of education policies 
can even better fit the practical needs of 
education scene, benefiting the implementation 
and promotion of each kind of education policy, 
and the joint boosting of the renewal and 
development of education. 


