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To Our Readers

Every country has made the cultivation of human
talent a priority in 21st century. As other advanced
countries propose education reform in any form,
Taiwan also recognises education as the bedrock of
national development, implementing various education
reforms such as pre-school education reform, grade 1-9
curriculum reform, the restructuring of secondary
education, the enhancement of higher education, and
lifelong learning projects.
To enhance the quality of education, the Ministry
adopts dual approaches, including introducing flexible
entrance exams into high schools and higher education
so as to enable students to find the most appropriate
institution, and encouraging teachers to polish their
teaching techniques. We also place emphasis upon
social concerns in order to provide equal education
opportunities for all children, particularly for those
from disadvantaged families. The establishment of the
Digital Opportunity Centre (DOC) also marks our
determination to narrow the gap between urban and
rural areas. All of these efforts at every level not only
facilitate democratic and economic development, but
have also cultivated talent in many youths, who have
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since earned several titles in international academic
competitions.
To realise even greater achievements, we look
forward to a deeper collaboration between local and
central governments as well as efforts from both the
private and public sectors.
In light of the challenges arising in this changing
era, education polices rely on the Ministry's
experience to recognise the core values and
education mission in the 21st century. Furthermore,
drawing up more concrete education polices will
allow Taiwan to enter into the fierce international
competition which exists among other advanced
countries. Base on these, the Ministry has mapped
out an “education policy blueprint” for the following
four years (2009-2012), with advice from all levels
of education. The vision for this “education policy
blueprint” includes the establishment of a
well-rounded environment, a happy learning
atmosphere for both students and teachers, and the
cultivation of high quality modern citizens with
abilities of self-fulfillment in the global village. The
five principles of this blueprint include: quality
learning; adaptive education and well planned school
admission system; social concerns; global visions;
and sustainable development.

The cultivation of self-realised human talent has
been designated a high priority for all educators and
scholars. However, education in Taiwan should not
only focus on excellent academic achievement, but
should also emphasize the importance of assistance
for disadvantaged families. For example, the
“Luminous Angels Light Hope Project” and "Digital
Opportunity Centre" are two of the significant
policies in this year aimed at narrowing the learning
gap, allowing these children to enjoy equal
opportunities. One of our next polices is to take care
of those economical-disadvantaged families to
improve the quality of family education.
Education reforms such as the recognition of core
values, educational restructuring and resource
allocation require a long-term effort. Thus, the future
policy for this Ministry will be more diverse and
sustainable. We look forward to consolidating the
efforts of the government and the local community to
provide a better and more friendly education platform
for future generations.

Cheng Jei-Cheng
Minister of Education
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An Overview
Taiwan's education system features the following
components: basic education; intermediate education;
advanced education; and returning education. Basic
education covers kindergartens, primary schools and
junior high schools. Intermediate education includes
vocational schools and senior high schools.
The Ministry of Education (MOE) is headed by the
Minister, who is supported by one Political Deputy
Minister and two Administrative Deputy Ministers. The
MOE organisation includes the departments of Higher
Education, Technological and Vocational Education,
Secondary Education, Elementary Education, Social
Education, Physical Education and several other
agencies. They are in charge of the promotion and
implementation of school education at all levels, as well
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as adult education, physical education and other
educational affairs.
In Taiwan, there were more than five million students
studying in over 8,000 schools of various levels,
including 1.3 million students in more than 150
institutions of higher education in the 2007 school year
(SY).
Basic compulsory education consists of six years of
elementary education and three years of junior high
school education, but the curricula of the two
educational levels have been connected and integrated
into a New 1-9 Curriculum. Upon completion of
compulsory education, students may choose to follow
either an academic track or a vocational track.
The academic track involves three years of senior

high school education, college/university education
and post-graduate programmes. The educational goal
at these levels is to nurture high-quality professionals
with a global outlook.
The vocational track includes vocational high
schools, junior colleges, institutes of technology and
universities of technology. Its purpose is to develop
technical manpower for economic development.
In addition, the MOE actively promotes supplementary
education and community education, providing everyone
with abundant opportunities to pursue life-long learning.
Gifted students and physically- or mentally-handicapped
students can benefit from special education that is
adapted to their needs.

In 15 years, the illiteracy rate in Taiwan has dropped
from 7% in 1991 to less than 2.5% at present. Since
1979, the gross enrolment rates in elementary and
junior high schools have remained at a level of more
than 99%.
The Ministry plans to extend compulsory education
to cover both senior high school education and early
childhood education, in the hope of creating a more
complete educational structure.
Along with knowledge development in the new
century, lifestyles and social structures in Taiwan have
undergone great changes. It is inevitable that
education will undergo great changes as well.
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The Educational System
The present educational structure supports 22 years
of formal study. Completion times are flexible,
depending upon the needs of the students. Normally,
the entire process requires two years of pre-school
education, six years of primary school, three years of
junior high school, three years of senior high school,
4-7 years of college or university, 1-4 years of a
graduate school programme, and 2-7 years of a
doctoral degree programme.

Compulsory Education
The MOE has implemented a ten-year trial
compulsory education programme nationwide. This
programme was designed to integrate junior high
school and senior vocational school curricula. Now,
junior high school students who are interested in
beginning a programme in vocational training can do
so during the last year of junior high school for two
years.

Senior High and Senior Vocational
Education
There are two types of institution for students above
junior high school level. These are senior high school
and senior vocational school, both of which take three
years to complete. Senior vocational schools offer
courses in areas such as agriculture, industry,
business, maritime studies, marine products,
medicine, nursing, home economics, drama and art.

Junior College Education
Junior colleges fall into two categories: the five-year
junior college and the two-year junior college, each
having a different set of admission requirements.
Five-year junior colleges admit junior high school
graduates and offer five-year courses of study.
Two-year junior colleges admit senior vocational high
school graduates and offer two-year courses of study.

Normal Education and Training Programmes
In Taiwan, the teacher training programmes are
available at higher education level and usually last
four years. Those programmes fall into two
categories: (1) Programmes for training teachers
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of secondary education; and (2) Programmes for
training teachers of primary and pre-school education.
The former are primarily offered by normal
universities while the latter are chiefly offered by
normal colleges.

University Education
University undergraduate programmes require four
years of study; however, students who are unable to
fulfil their requirements within the designated time
may be granted extensions of up to two years.
Specialised undergraduate programmes such as
dentistry or medicine require six to seven years,
including an internship period of one year.

Graduate Education
Graduate programmes leading to a master’s or
doctoral degree require one to four years and two to
seven years, respectively. But students who enter the
graduate school as part of their on-job training can be
granted an extension if they fail to finish the required
courses or to complete their thesis/dissertation on
time.

Special Education
Only designated schools are allowed to admit
students who are mentally or physically challenged.
Special education in pre-school and primary school
requires at least six years; in junior high school, three
years; and in senior high and senior vocational school,
three years. Special classes are offered by regular
education institutions, including primary, junior and
senior high schools.

Supplementary and Continuing
Education
Supplementary and continuing education provides
citizens with an alternative way to achieve their
educational goals. Based on the curriculum provided,
it is classified into three main categories: basic
education; advanced study; and short-term
supplementary education. The study periods vary
according to their curriculum design.

Current School System
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Educational Reform
Creative Taiwan, Eye on the World

Taiwan's educational system
has grown and expanded; now
steps need to be taken to
upgrade the quality of education.
Globalisation
has
greatly
influenced
education,
the
economy and politics. Like other
nations of the world, Taiwan is
working zealously to improve
national competitiveness.
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Looking at the present situation of Taiwanese
society, the MOE has come up with an overall
educational goal, summed up in "Creative Taiwan,
Eye on the World." Three core approaches support the
implementation of this motto: adaptability in nature
and ability; embracing globalisation; and supporting
the disadvantaged.
From 1998 to 2002, the MOE appropriated a budget
of NT$150 billion to implement twelve key points in
educational reform. The educational system at every
level assures the citizen's right to a good education.
The following thirteen administrative and governing
directions were decided in 2004.

1. Education for the Citizenry: Reduce the number
of students in each high school class; introduce the
nine-year
compulsory
education
curriculum
incorporating local subjects in classroom studies.
2. High School Education: Implement a multi-channel
entrance programme at senior high school level;
introduce a 12-year compulsory education plan.
3. Teacher Training: Reduce education courses for
teachers; encourage elementary and high school
teachers to seek further training while on the job.
4. Vocational Education: Strengthen collaboration
between private firms and schools; foster international
exchange; and enforce stricter evaluation standards for
technical schools.
5. Higher Education: Improve the international
competitiveness of colleges and universities; invite
foreign professors to visit as faculty members; hire
local specialists to fill teaching positions; modify and
improve the educational loan system; bring higher
education and economic development together.
6. Social Education: Promote lifelong learning;
bolster functions of public social education systems;
promote cultural activities; provide adult education
classes for female immigrants, including those from
China.

7. Physical Education and Health Education: Foster
physical education classes in schools; hold sports
competitions; strengthen the health education plan.
8. International Cultural Education: Establish Taiwan
scholarships; promote cooperation and exchange with
overseas educational institutions; foster participation
in international scholarly symposiums; publicise
overseas study programmes and counselling;
encourage overseas study trips for students in senior
high school or vocational school.
9. Training and Counselling: Promote human rights
on campus; offer counselling for school drop-outs;
ensure gender equality in education; organise
college/university volunteer teams; hold fairs for
senior high school organisations.
10. Internet and High Technology Education: Improve
auxiliary education; encourage working for digital
education certificates; establish community education
networks.
11. Science Education: Revamp science education;
hold science-based competitions at college or
university level; promote lifelong science learning.
12. Environmental Protection Education: Promote
nationwide safety and hygiene training; safeguard
school safety initiatives; establish sustainable
campuses.
13. Special Education: Formalise accreditations for
physically- and mentally-challenged students;
subsidise special education in 25 counties and cities;
improve the quality of education for indigenous
people.
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Education Expenditure

The MOE's main building.

Legal Foundation of the Education Budget
Education is the foundation of a state and Taiwan's
constitution sets clear guidelines for the regulation of
educational objectives and methods. Efficiently
allocating budget funds is one of the principles of the
Education Basic Law, published by the government in
1999. This Law stipulates that all levels of government
agencies should marshal a sufficient budget for
education, utilise and allocate education resources fairly,
and provide subsidies to schools in rural or special areas.
To achieve those objectives, the MOE drafted the
Compilation and Administration of Education
Expenditures Act, which was announced and enforced in
2000.
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The Act contained eighteen articles
expounding upon the following four main
goals:
1. Stable budget growth
The government should guarantee a stable
growth in the education budget which should
not be less than 21.5 percent of the General
Government Net Revenues for the previous
three years. This ensures a stable growth in
the education budget.
2. Set control standards
The Executive Yuan should establish an
Education Budget Commission in charge of
setting standards for drafting the total
education budget, marshalling subsidies and
regulating the expenditures of all government
agencies.

the number of private schools
increased. By FY 2007, education
expenditure for the private sector
reached 26.54 percent of total
educational expenses, an increase of
53.33 percent over FY 1997.
In FY 2007, the government's
education expenditure at all levels
accounted for 23.39 percent of the
General Government Net Revenues
for the previous three years. This
year, the MOE adopted that
percentage as the basis for designing
the education budget.

3. Announcement and audit
To publicise education subsidies, the MOE established
an Audit Commission on Education Budget Allocation,
aimed at regulating the standards and announcing the
procedures for granting subsidies.
4. Transparency of allocation
Central and local government agencies should
monitor schools' budget balances and make them
accessible to the public. Moreover, the government
should regularly conduct evaluations and grant
subsidies based on these budget balances.

Total Expenditure at all School Levels
In FY 2007, the expenditure for kindergartens
accounted for 2.82 percent; compulsory education
42.59 percent; senior secondary education 15.73
percent (10.56 percent for senior high schools and
5.17 percent for vocational schools); higher education
38.26 percent (0.68 for junior colleges and 37.58 for
universities or colleges); special education schools
0.59 percent.

Expenditures on Public
and Private Schools
In the fiscal year (FY) 1951, expenditure on public and
private education at all levels totalled NT$213 million,
occupying 1.72 percent of GNP. In FY 2007, educational
expenditure reached NT$ 693.87 billion, or 5.36 percent
of GNP.
Before FY 1961, private education expenditure was less
than 10 percent of the total education expenses. Under
government encouragement, by means of subsidies,

Students test a solar-powered vehicle they designed.
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Several decades ago, education in Taiwan focused too much
on the results of the entrance exam that senior high school
students had to take, with most course content designed to
enable students to pass this exam. However, as Taiwanese
society became increasingly open and liberal, more parents
began to accept an educational concept that enabled students to
demonstrate their talents instead of just scoring highly in exams.
The MOE has spent more than ten years carrying out an
education reform that seeks to transform a static and tedious
learning system into one with a more dynamic and creative
style.
The ultimate goal of education in Taiwan is to mould citizens
for the 21st century, an era that calls for young people who are
competitive, adaptable to a changing world, creative in their
thinking and humanistic in their outlook.

Compulsory Education
Helping kids score goals

Primary and Junior High Schools

Taiwan's nine-year compulsory education was first
defined by the Compulsory Education Regulations in
1982. Primary schools fall under the jurisdiction of
county and city governments. Children of at least six
years of age are required to begin primary schooling
without taking entrance tests. After six years, they
should graduate with a primary school diploma and
need not take a test to enter junior high school, as this
also falls under the jurisdiction of county and city
government. After three years, they are supposed to
receive a junior high school diploma. This is the basic
coverage of the present nine-year compulsory
education model, which places a strong emphasis on
mathematics, physics, chemistry and other sciences.
Taiwan's propensity for science and mathematics has
enabled its students to become consistent winners of
International Olympiads in maths and science. Ten
years ago, the Ministry of Education put into practice
the Education Reform Action Plan that outlined
twelve key policies emphasising pluralism and
general education. The MOE adopted the principles
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of diversity and tolerance in re-building a learning
environment in primary and junior high schools that
encourages academic excellence and respects the
students' individual traits and potential. Students
receive an education that seeks to develop creativity
and versatility by promoting sports and drama, with
regular artistic performances also being staged on
campus.
The average class size in primary schools is less than
30 students and in junior high schools, less than 35.
This allows teachers to dedicate time to each student.
This decrease in class size in primary and junior high
schools is an outcome of the Nine-Year Integrated
Curriculum (see below). In SY 2007, the class size in
primary schools was cut down to 28.45 students; the
class size in junior high schools was reduced to 34.19.

Pre-School Education
Education is not compulsory for children aged
between two and seven years old. In SY 2007,
191,773 children were enrolled in 3,283

kindergartens. This relatively high number is due to the
rising number of families with both parents working.
Additionally, with more kindergartens hiring native
speakers to teach English, parents enrol their children
early in such schools.
To ensure that children from low-income families
(including those from aboriginal areas) have an
opportunity to receive the same basic education, the
MOE launched a four-year financial support
programme across Taiwan in 2004. From 2004 to
2008, a budget of NT$2.3 billion has been earmarked
to offer NT$6,000 per semester to children from such
families.

Nine-Year Integrated Curriculum
Traditionally, the central government has decided
almost everything for schools, from the standard
curriculum to students' school uniforms. The
Education Reform Action Plan changed all that with
the establishment of the Nine-Year Integrated
Curriculum, which empowers local governments,
schools and teachers to design the curriculum and
teaching materials.
The Nine-Year Integrated Curriculum is one of the

Junior high school students at the Sacred Heart Girls'
Senior High School attend Chemistry class.

MOE's most important reform policies. Its ultimate
objective is to diversify Taiwanese education. For
example, instead of completely relying upon a national
entrance exam to enter senior high school, junior high
school students can now progress through what are
called "multiple entrance schemes."
This Integrated Curriculum also puts emphasis upon
cultivating creativity by encouraging students to
conduct their own research when answering
assignments set in class, rather than simply relying on
their textbooks. The curriculum seeks to develop
versatile citizens capable of responding to the
challenges posed by globalisation in the 21st century.
Foreign language proficiency is important in
cultivating versatile students. For this reason, the MOE
subsidises schools to bring in more qualified foreign
teachers to teach English. To minimise the gap
between urban and rural areas in terms of educational
resources for English teaching, the MOE draws from a
budget for subsidising the disadvantaged groups,
including indigenous peoples and lower income
families, and trains qualified English teachers for
schools in rural areas.

Practical Craft
Training Project
Junior high school students
who are not prepared to pursue
advanced schooling would
take an occupational aptitude
test during the second semester
of their second year. They
participate in craft and skills
training in the third year. After
graduating from junior high
school, they would be enrolled
in a practical craft training
project for one more year.
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Compulsory Education Policies

Diversified Education
“One Standard, Multiple Textbooks” Policy
In the past, students in primary and secondary
education in Taiwan were required to use only the
textbooks published by the National Institute for
Compilation and Translation (NICT). Students could
do well in their Joint Senior High School Entrance
Exams just by memorising the contents of the
textbooks. Some students would even refuse material
taught by teachers outside the bounds of these
textbooks because they would not appear in exams set
by an examination committee.
To reach the goal of diversified education, the core
of its education reform, the MOE implemented the
“One Standard, Multiple Textbooks” policy in 1999.
“Multiple Textbooks” indicates that the textbook
market is no longer monopolised by the NICT or by
just one publisher. Schools can organise a committee
of teachers to select the textbooks to be used by the
students at their school.
“One Standard” means the MOE allows students to
take entrance exams that test their real academic level,
by compiling comprehensive questions in accordance
with the MOE's standards. The policy drew some
complaints for increasing students' academic and
economic burdens, but it is useful in terms of pushing
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Taiwanese education onto the next level – one that is
diversified, creative and liberal.

Digitalised Education
Bridging the Digital Gap
To bridge the digital gap between city schools and
rural schools, the MOE encourages college students to
form digital volunteer groups to help children in rural
areas to use computers. The MOE has also established
an online tutoring system whereby many college
students answer online questions from children in
rural areas about their homework.

Localised Education
Mother Tongue and Homeland Education
Mandarin Chinese is still the only official language

in school education. However, as Taiwanese society
becomes increasingly liberal and open, other
languages such as Taiwanese, Hakka and indigenous
languages are finding their way into the educational
system. In 2001, the MOE asked public primary and
junior high schools to design language-based
curricula based on the mother tongues of their
students.
Homeland Education is another new subject that
students in their third grade of elementary school are
required to take. In this subject, students are
encouraged to foster an interest in the natural and
humanistic aspects of their immediate environment
and to carry out research to increase their knowledge
of Taiwan's history and natural resources.

Internationalised Education
Spatial Education

A Friendly Environment for Foreign Children

Planning and Managing Campus Space
The MOE plans to set aside a budget of NT$700
million to promote the Planning and Managing
Campus Space Plan from SY 2007 to SY 2009. The
plan seeks to find ways to utilise the increasing
amount of disused space on elementary and junior
high school campuses, a consequence of Taiwan's low
birth rate.
About 1,000 schools could implement the plan and
obtain the subsidy. The plan includes "building
lifelong learning centres in communities", "designing
campuses with special features", "promoting a
sustainable learning environment", "transforming
unused school space into gyms" and "building digital
opportunity centres in rural schools"

In Taiwan, the number of foreign spouses,
mainly from China, Vietnam and Southeast
Asia, is increasing. To deal with this, the MOE
is promoting after-school language and other
tutoring programmes for the children of foreign
spouses.
Moreover, some schools regularly organise a
"Country Week", when exhibitions are held on
the culture, customs and traditions of
foreign-bride countries. For example, during
"Thailand Week", students are treated to
delicious Thai food and watch performances by
fellow students whose mothers come from
Thailand.
In Taipei City, some elementary schools, such
as Si Song (Xi Song) Elementary School and
Shih Dong (Shi Dong) Elementary School,
offer language classes for children of overseas
Chinese who have returned to Taiwan.
Nangang Elementary School and Si Hu
(Shihues) Elementary School offer bilingual
classes for children of foreigners working in
Taipei City.
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Asmau (11), Fatima (8), Nigeria

"I love the computer classes here!"
"We don't have winter and earthquakes!"

Bilingual Education Programmes, Si Hu (Shihues) Elementary School, Taipei
Asmau and Fatima are two adorable Nigerian sisters. They moved to Taiwan
when their father was appointed director of the Nigeria Trade Office in Taiwan
eight years ago. They are enrolled in the bilingual education programme of Si Hu
(Shihues) Elementary School. The programme seeks to help children of
expatriate families catch up to the pace of Taiwanese children in regular school
work.
"I like attending school, though the homework is kind of heavy," said Asmau,
who is in the fifth grade of Si Hu (Shihues) Elementary School. "My teachers and
classmates here are nice."
The two girls enjoy mostly happy days here. Like the other children in the
school, they love to watch TV after finishing their homework, with Disney being
their favourite channel.

Some schools, such as Si Hu (Shihues) Elementary School, offer bilingual
classes for children of foreigners working in Taipei City. Moreover, afterschool language classes and other tutoring programmes help the children
born to foreign spouses adapt to Taiwan's educational requirements.

Upper Secondary
Education

The MOE plans to include upper secondary
school as part of compulsory education.
The upper secondary education system
encompasses senior high school and senior
vocational school for students aged 15 to 18
years old. Both streams offer a great variety
of educational content and extra-curricular
activities, allowing students to cultivate their
academic knowledge and develop their
personalities.

Lu Pei-Chuan, Beigang

Excellence in senior high
schools project helps us greatly
Principal of National Beigang Senior High School

A senior high school principal has the most important task: improving a
student's quality of education and helping them to cultivate their
personality. For Lu Pei-Chuan, the principal of the National Beigang Senior
High School, this is a daunting challenge. Beigang is located in a rural area
and has barely any access to diverse educational resources. In 2005, the
MOE launched the Excellence in Senior Schools Project, and in 2007,
awarded Beigang a NT$5 million subsidy.
"The subsidy encouraged all our teachers to be more innovative in their
teaching," said Mr. Lu. "With the subsidy, we built a multi-media
classroom, equipped each classroom with an overhead projector and an
air conditioner, and established an English Corner, where students are
encouraged to speak English with our foreign teachers, and a Chinese
Corner, where students can learn traditional Chinese arts."

The MOE launched the Excellence in Senior Education
Project and this year, has granted subsidies to 107 senior
high schools and 84 senior vocational schools.

Senior High Education
students studying in Taiwan. A total of 12,830
international students are expected to be enrolled in
upper secondary education in Taiwan by 2011.

Dual-Stream High School

The three-year senior high school is part of Taiwan's
mainstream educational system. In senior high school,
students between 15 and 18 years of age prepare for
higher education.
Before the implementation of multiple channels for
entering colleges or universities in 2001, senior high
schools were primarily focused upon preparing
students to pass the Joint University Entrance
Examination (JUEE). Now, admission into colleges or
universities can be gained through recommendation
by the senior high school, after taking a test set by the
various departments of colleges and universities, or by
taking the JUEE. Senior high schools now encourage
their students to join in extra-curricular activities such
as student societies, non-governmental organisations
and international competitions. Admission into better
universities now partly depends on involvement in
such activities.

Enhancement of Global
Competitiveness
The MOE has taken two important steps to infuse the
principles of global competitiveness into upper
secondary education. Firstly, the Ministry designed a
global learning environment in 2002 that included
well-structured English courses. Secondly, the MOE
encouraged high school students to participate in
International Science and Maths Olympiads.
Moreover, in 2005, the Ministry introduced policies
intended to increase the number of international

To help some students who are undecided as to
whether to undertake an academic or a vocational
track in their secondary education, the MOE, in 1996,
established several experimental dual-stream high
schools that offer the usual secondary school
academic content and vocational skills courses.
Students study a first and second foreign language,
mathematics, social and natural sciences, the arts,
marine science, physical education and vocational
skills, and are also encouraged to be active in
extra-curricular activities.
Students who complete 160 credits could decide to
continue their studies in four-year technical colleges,
two-year junior colleges, or in universities. They
could also decide to start working since they would
have gained adequate vocational training. In 2007,
110,215 students were enrolled in 151 dual-stream
high schools.

Nurturing Diversified Talents
Education in Taiwan is now focused on nurturing
versatility. Hence, over the past few years, upper
secondary schools and higher education institutes
have adopted more diversified and internationalised
curricula. With a more flexible college/university
entrance system, the MOE has been encouraging a
greater number of high schools not only to prepare
students to pass the entrance exam, but also to
cultivate versatility in ways such as strengthening
their language abilities. In 1999, the Ministry
designed the five-year Senior High School Second
Foreign Language Education Plan. During the first
phase of this plan, the MOE focused on training
qualified teachers, course design and improving
teaching facilities. More foreign languages, such as
Korean, Vietnamese, Japanese, French and Spanish,
were also included in the plan.

23

Senior Vocational Education

college-level students acquire a more
advanced vocational education based on
theoretical principles; and students of
universities of technology are enabled to
sharpen their vocational skills and are
trained to write academic papers.

Industry-Academia
Partnership Programme
The MOE, in accordance with the Human
Resources Programmes passed by the
Executive Yuan in 2005, plans to expand the
industry-related content of school curricula
in order to derive more value from the
increased cooperation between private firms
and schools. Thus, the Industry-Academia
Partnership Programme was born in 2006.
The programme is meant to enhance
industry-academia cooperation through the
“three-in-one”
programme
(senior
vocational schools + colleges + partner
enterprises), the "three plus two"
programme (senior vocational schools +
two-year colleges), the "three-two-two"
programme (senior vocational schools +
During a practicum session, junior college vocational education students
two-year colleges + two-year technological
visit a plane cabin (top) and observe a catering company chef.
institutes), or the "three plus four"
programme (senior vocational schools +
four-year technological institutes).
Technological and Vocational
Such a curriculum, in accord with the vertical
Education
continuation principle, will help a student to find a job
in the partnership companies after receiving complete
professional training.
Technical and vocational education is offered at
The MOE also plans to revise the Education
senior vocational schools, junior colleges, colleges
Personnel Employment Law by relaxing restrictions
and universities of technology.
on including a professor’s temporary employment in
Students who graduate from senior vocational
industry in the computation of their years of service.
schools or junior colleges are, in principle, equipped
This would enable them to undertake further research.
to start a business, take up employment or pursue a
During a practicum session, junior college vocational
degree at a university of technology.
education students visit a plane cabin (top) and
Students at the senior vocational level are able to
observe a catering company chef.
develop vocational skills and career aptitudes;
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Chen Wan-Yao, 18, Taipei
Beauty and Hairdressing Department, Daojiang
Senior High School of Nursing & Home Economics
Wan-Yao's teacher asked her to consider what her real interests were.
"I struggled with my thoughts for some time," she said, "until my parents
suggested I learn a professional skill that would be helpful in finding a job in the
future."
She decided to study at Daojiang and will complete her senior vocational
programme this year.
"Here I learn to design hairstyles and cosmetology," said Wan-Yao. "This school
also sends students to work as interns with some cosmetologists. We also have
a small barbershop on campus, managed by the school, where we can practice
our skills. All of these initiatives have helped me to cultivate my cosmetology
skills."
Daojiang is determined to enhance its students' international competitiveness
by promoting exchanges with vocational high schools in other countries. During
the last summer holidays, Wan-Yao participated in a tour to Japan organised by
the school.

The MOE established the Taiwan International Association for Educational
Tours in 2004, as a channel by which students in senior high education can
visit other countries. In SY 2007, 6,500 students from 110 schools joined
educational tours to Japan and up to 7,200 Japanese students visited Taiwan.
Such tours help the students acquire a global view and also serve to enable
other countries to know more about Taiwan.

The MOE has launched a series of education reforms that have led
to an increase in the number of higher education institutions and
their students. Moreover, in order to maintain and improve the
quality of higher education, some professional institutions, such
as the Higher Education Evaluation & Accreditation Council of
Taiwan, evaluate the school's administrative affairs, management
and academic research. The quality of higher education can thus
be ensured. To survive in this age of globalisation, a small country
like Taiwan needs international competitiveness drawn from its
educational system and research capabilities.

Higher Education

Tug-of-War in Feng Chia University

Wang Shih-Ting (20), Keelung

NTOU courses help
students to understand
Taiwan's ocean culture
Department of Shipping and Transportation
Management, National Taiwan Ocean University (NTOU)

Upon receiving an offer letter from this university, the first image of Taiwan that
came to my mind was that of a remote and lonely island lying on an endless ocean.
But, when I arrived at NTOU, I saw a beautiful campus with seagulls flying over
the nearby harbour on the Pacific Ocean.
NTOU is an excellent place to learn about the ocean. Its curriculum includes
ocean sciences, literature and ocean economics. But this school is not just about
the ocean. School authorities had a mountain pathway built, leading to an area
considered home to fireflies. Thousands of tourists take this pathway during the
summer, the mating season for fireflies. I also took some courses on the habits of
fireflies.
Among NTOU's many programmes, the most fascinating for me was the
internship with Taiwanese shipping companies such as Evergreen Line and Yang
Ming Marine Transport Corp. Some of my classmates and I spent the whole
summer break staying on board a cargo ship. It was a great opportunity to learn
the practical side of shipping.

The MOE issued a White Paper on the Marine Education Policy in
March 2007, supporting the establishment of marine education
databases and platforms for information exchange provided by the
government, academia, industry and NGOs.
Marine culture courses have also been added into the curriculum at
all levels of education and increased academia-industry cooperation
has helped students to develop a greater interest in the marine industry.

1. College & University Entrance
Exams

obtain a master's degree upon completion of their
postgraduate study. Universities of technology also
offer both degrees. However, the curriculum at most
universities focuses on academic studies and research,
while universities of technology focus on practical
and specific skills training. Bachelor's programmes at
both types of higher education institution require four
years to complete; master's programmes usually
require two years; and a doctorate (PhD) needs at least
three years. Depending upon the requirements of each
school, students with a distinguished academic
performance could apply for promotion to a higher
level.

Since 2000, the MOE has permitted multiple
admission channels for entering colleges and
universities. These include school recommendation,
individual application, and examination and
placement. School recommendation entails
high schools making a list of students whom
they would recommend to college or
university
departments.
Individual
application means that high school
students can apply to a maximum of
five departments in colleges or
universities, in order to take an exam.
Examination and placement involves
high school students taking an
entrance exam set by The College
/University Entrance Examination
Centre; based on their grades, they can
then apply for admission into colleges
and universities.

2. Bachelor's, Master's
and Ph.D. Degrees
Students are awarded a bachelor's
degree upon completion of their
undergraduate study; they will
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Chen Ying-Tzu ,
Taichung

Diversified
curriculum helps
personality
development
Department of Accounting, Feng Chia University
I have been studying at Feng Chia University in Taichung City in central Taiwan.
This university won the "Excellence in Teaching and Learning" award from the MOE
in 2006 and 2007. I believe this university's diversified curriculum has helped me
to absorb knowledge from different professions.
Feng Chia is a digitised campus and students enjoy wireless Internet connectivity
and a digital library. This allows us to attend relevant courses from other domestic
and international universities.
This school also assists students experiencing difficulties in their academic work
and organises student exchange activities that allow us to understand different
cultures and improve our foreign language abilities.

The MOE launched the three-year Excellence in Teaching and
Learning Project, aimed at enhancing the quality of higher
education, in SY 2006, and 58 public and private higher education
institutions received subsidies totalling NT$ 3.5 billion. In SY 2007,
subsidies were granted to 60 higher education institutions.

Quality Assurance in Higher Education

1. College & University Evaluation
With the number of colleges and universities having
risen over the past decade, the MOE has focused on
maintaining education quality by encouraging schools
to establish self-evaluation systems. The MOE has
also established an institution to evaluate schools
professionally on their administrative and
management systems, academic performance, and
hardware and software resources. These steps will
lead to objective quality standards, ensuring the
quality of higher education.
The Higher Education Evaluation and Accreditation
Council of Taiwan (HEEACT), established by the
MOE in 2005, trains professional evaluators who will
eventually establish objective standards of education
quality. In the future, the MOE will hold evaluations
of higher education on a regular basis.
There are two important policies that are designed to
enhance higher education. One of them seeks to
allocate more educational resources to universities
that perform better. In SY 2005, for instance, the MOE
set aside a total of NT$50 billion for twelve

universities. Another policy encourages increased
cooperation between colleges and universities and
industry.

2. The Increase in Higher Education
Institutions
The number of higher education institutes,
encompassing junior colleges, colleges and
universities, has increased in the past decade under
Taiwan's education policy. There was also a rapid
increase in the number of private colleges owing to the
upgrade of junior colleges to colleges. Today, each
city and county has at least one college or university.
In SY 1997, there were 78 colleges and universities
in Taiwan. By SY 2007, the number had gone up to
149, including 100 universities and 49 colleges; the
number of students had increased to 1,192,139,
soaring by more than 2.5 times. Furthermore, there
were 3,118 affiliated graduate programme institutes,
which admitted 204,225 graduate students in SY 2007.
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Fostering a Global Vision
most matters relating to daily life. This year, up to
61.73% of foreign students are from other Asian
countries such as Malaysia and Thailand; 11.99% of
them study in technology-related fields.

3. Internationalisation
The MOE has four important policies that seek to
internationalise Taiwan's higher education:
a.International Competitiveness

1. "Understanding Taiwan" Curriculum
Twenty years ago, there was hardly any educational
material about Taiwan. In 1990, the MOE started
encouraging colleges and universities to introduce
courses at each education level that would enable
students to increase their knowledge of Taiwan. Those
courses were based on the educational principles of
local culture and self-awareness. Because of Taiwan's
geographical features, some courses dealt with an
ocean culture drawn from the fact that this island is
surrounded by water and that most people's daily
activities and livelihoods were related to the ocean.
Some universities now teach courses such as oceanic
science and culture, ocean literature and deep-sea
diving.

2. English-Taught Courses
With the increase in foreign students studying in
colleges and universities, the MOE has encouraged
both public and private colleges and universities,
including National Taiwan University, National
Chengchi University and Yuan Ze University, to offer
English-taught courses in order to build an on-campus
bilingual environment. Many schools have also
established a foreign student affairs section that
assists foreign students with visa applications and
extensions,
as
well
as
dealing
with
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In 2002, the MOE launched the "Enhancing
Global Competitiveness Plan", aimed at
fostering international exchange activities,
improving students' English capacity and
encouraging more international students to study
in Taiwan.
b.Increasing the Number of Foreign Students
Having more international students studying in
Taiwan has been on the priority list of the MOE since
August 2003. To achieve this objective, higher
education institutions offer scholarships and
English-taught courses in both undergraduate and
postgraduate programmes.
c.Encourage Taiwanese Students to Study Abroad
Full government financial aid has been awarded
for training in all kinds of domains every year. In
addition, the MOE established the "Study Abroad
Loan Programme" in 2004 to encourage
Taiwanese students to study abroad. In 2007, the
number of students applying to study abroad had
increased to 4,200.
d.Taiwan Culture Research Programme
In 2000, the Cultural Division of the Taipei
Representative Office in the U.K. founded the
Taiwan Culture Research Programme, previously
known as the London Taiwan Seminar, at the
London School of Economics and Political
Science. In 2007, the programme was expanded
in scale and content. By cooperating with the
leading foreign academic institutes, the MOE
believes that "Taiwan Research" will attract
attention on the academic stage in the U.K. and
assert its scholarly resources.

Celebrities from Technological Education

Wang Chien-Ming, left, and Ang Lee, right, have gained global fame and brought honour to Taiwan.

Many people with a technological and vocational
education have become successful in business,
athletics or other professions. Wang Chien-Ming, a
pitcher for the New York Yankees, was a student of
Taipei Physical Education College before joining
the major league team.
Tsao Chin-Hui, another player in American major
league baseball (MLB), attended Kao Yuan Junior
College of Technology (which the MOE upgraded to
Kao Yuan University in 2005). During his three years
at Kao Yuan, Tsao gained international recognition for
his baseball talent and was awarded a US$ 4 million
contract by the Colorado Rockies in 2008.

Ang Lee, the Best Director winner at the 78th Oscar
award ceremony, studied at the National Junior College of
Arts (upgraded to National Taiwan University of Arts in
2001) after completing senior high school at National
Tainan First Senior High School (considered to be the
best high school in Tainan City). Ang's parents were
surprised at his decision not to pursue an undergraduate
degree but to choose film studies instead.
These celebrities have become models for students
considering developing a professional skill through the
TAV education. The MOE has earmarked further funds
and resources to assist vocational schools in upgrading
their facilities and teaching content.
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Study in Taiwan

In 1947, the MOE established the Bureau of International
Cultural and Educational Relations (BICER) to promote
international academic and cultural exchange. Since then, a
total of 24 BICER offices have been established to provide
foreign students wishing to study in Taiwan with services
relating to applying for government scholarships and
obtaining more information about Taiwan.
Taiwan also grants subsidies to local colleges and
universities to support them in their scholarship programmes,
which aim to attract outstanding foreign students to pursue
higher education studies in Taiwan. Total subsidies reached
NT$ 54 million in 2007.

Amadou Moctar
Makalou (26), Malawi

A friendly
environment for
international
students
Department of International
Business, Yuan Ze University

It has been a most wonderful experience
living and studying in Yuan Ze. After
finishing my Mandarin course at National
Taiwan Normal University, I applied and
was accepted for the master’s programme
at Yuan Ze. I was greatly impressed by the
English language ability of the faculty. Even
though I had studied Chinese for a year,
the professors still taught in English for my
benefit.
The staff also helped me sort out some
everyday matters such as understanding
the tenant contract with my landlord,
applying for a visa extension and looking
for part-time jobs. I think international
students will find that there is a very
friendly environment both in Taiwan as a
whole and in Yuan Ze University in
particular.
I enjoy the delicious snacks in the night
markets around Yuan Ze. I have never seen
a market with such a great diversity of
foods before. In spite of some strange
foods such as snake blood, stinky tofu and
pigs’ livers, I enjoy myself every time I visit
the night markets.
I also appreciate the Taiwanese
government's scholarship programme for
foreign students. I decided to pursue a
business-related master's degree because
Taiwan is a springboard to the Southeast
Asian market. In these three years, I
witnessed the great dynamism of Taiwan's
economy and society. People here have global
views, are open-minded and respect different
cultures. This is why I have decided to stay
for another five years in this lovely country, to
study for a doctorate.
People might stereotype the African culture
when they meet me for the first time.
Nevertheless, my classmates and teachers in
Yuan Ze have treated me as a best friend.
This reinforces my belief that Taiwan has the
best environment for foreign students.

Scholarships
Taiwan Scholarship
In 2004, four government agencies jointly stablished
the Scholarship Programme of Taiwan to encourage
outstanding international students to undertake degree
programmes in Taiwan.

Types of Taiwan Scholarship
A.Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Scholarship (for undergraduate or
postgraduate programmes)
Recipients are from countries which have
diplomatic relations with the R.O.C. (Taiwan), or
from those countries specified as diplomatically
favourable by MOFA.
Pre-degree Mandarin Language Enrichment
Programme (LEP) to improve language ability is
optional, but will be included if desired by the
recipient.
International airfare for economy-class, directroute and round-trip flights, plus a monthly stipend
of NT$30,000 (approximately US$950).

B. Ministry of Education Scholarship
(for undergraduate or postgraduate
programmes)
Recipients are from countries other than those
specified in the MOFA Scholarship.
LEP to improve language ability is optional, but
will be included if desired by the recipient.
A monthly stipend of NT$25,000 (approximately
US$790) for undergraduate or LEP study, and
NT$30,000 for a postgraduate programme.

C. National Science Council Scholarship
(for postgraduate programmes)
Recipients are from countries other than those
specified in the MOFA Scholarship.
A monthly stipend of NT$30,000.

D. Ministry of Economic Affairs
Scholarship (for postgraduate
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programmes in areas involving
scientific technology only; for
example, physics, chemistry,
mathematics, engineering, medicine
and agriculture, to name a few)

Recipients are from countries other than those
specified in the MOFA Scholarship.
A monthly stipend of NT$30,000.

Application
The application period is from February 1st to
March 31st each year, unless individual Taiwan
Representative Offices specify otherwise.
For application guidelines and forms, scholarship
types and quotas, as well as information about the
selection process and outcome announcements,
applicants may contact a Taiwan Representative
Office directly at the end of January. Applicants must
send their completed documents to the Taiwan
Representative Office closest to the country of their
permanent residence.

Mandarin Language
Enrichment Scholarship
To encourage international students and individuals
to undertake Mandarin study in Taiwan, the MOE
established the Ministry of Education Huayu
Enrichment Scholarship programme in 2005. This
provides study opportunities in Mandarin language
and Taiwanese culture at university- or
college-affiliated Mandarin training centres.

Value
A stipend of NT$25,000 is to be offered to recipients
each month.
Application period and procedures are the same
as above.

Flor Pitty (23)
Panama

Feeling at
Home in
Keelung

Department of Transportation and Navigation Sciences,
National Taiwan Ocean University
I love this country! Upon receiving my scholarship to study in Taiwan, I
immediately looked for information about the courses on maritime
transportation and discovered the National Taiwan Ocean University (NTOU),
which is internationally recognised for biotechnology and aquaculture.
I decided to study in this university. I also learned that this is the first university
with a focus on ocean sciences.
I love the environment at this university, with its old buildings and with the
sea just across from it. During my first week, I was frustrated because most of
the faculty staff could not speak English. And I had to deal with a great deal of
paperwork, including my application to stay at a dormitory on campus.
Fortunately, one of my classmates told me that the staff at the Division of
Overseas Chinese and Foreign Student Affairs spoke English. I also joined the
activities organised by that division to help foreign students understand
Taiwan's culture and history.

Besides encouraging foreign students to study in Taiwan, the MOE also
encourages colleges and universities to offer courses taught in English.
Eight universities, including National Pingtung University of Science and
Technology, National Taiwan Ocean University and National Chenchi
University, have master’s and PhD programmes taught in English.

Special Education

Special education includes preparing
disabled students to gain employment.

that they have reached the standards
of the graduating class.

Taiwan delegates attend an international Maths & Science Olympiad with other delegates.

Education for Exceptional Students
The Special Education Act of 1997 was a landmark in
the history of special education in Taiwan. Its related
regulations defined the goals and purposes of special
education and suggested materials and methods for
instruction.
The MOE has set up the Special Education Task
Force to ensure enforcement of that Act and to
coordinate the various efforts of those engaged in
providing special education.
In Taiwan, special education is provided in special
education schools, special classes, resource rooms,
itinerant educational services, bedside instruction and
regular classes.

Education for Gifted Students
The Special Education Act allows gifted students to
enter school before the required age or to skip grades
or subjects, to be accelerated by a whole year or to
take courses beyond their year level.
All schools are required to evaluate whether certain
students could be accelerated in terms of year level or
subject. Before receiving their diplomas, the teachers
of the students who are accelerated should confirm
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Education for Students
with Special Talents

Students with outstanding talent in
sports, the arts, science or other
academic areas can be recommended for admission to
senior high school or university, subject to the
following conditions:
A. That they have claimed one of the top three spots
during the school term in an international contest
that is recognised by education authorities,
related to science, the arts or innovation.
B. That they have produced an outstanding
performance at a science event organised by
academic research institutions. Participation in
these events must be by recommendation and
under the commitment of an education authority.
C. That they have undertaken independent research,
published outstanding articles or research, or
displayed great talent in leadership, and have
been recommended by related academic
institutions.

Social Education
The 21st century is one of
lifelong
learning.
Lifelong
learning means enabling people
to gain new knowledge that
would help strengthen their
individual competitiveness. To
expand this concept and to enable
more people to enjoy the benefits
of lifelong learning, the MOE
has established a general learning
certification system, organised
adult basic education classes and
encouraged foreign spouses to
attend language classes or to
return to school.
Under the Lifelong Learning
Training Programme, the MOE has
organised learning programmes and
events such as workshops, lectures
and contests. In 2007, more then 800 thousand people
participated in events aimed at enhancing humanistic
culture, scientific knowledge, creativity and artistic
skill.
The MOE has sponsored basic education classes for
adults, especially those who had to discontinue their
schooling (mostly females over the age of 55) and the
growing population of foreign spouses who need to
learn Mandarin, Taiwanese and English. In

SY 2008, a total of 2,326 classes were held, with
46,520 participants. Such adult education classes have
helped Taiwan's illiteracy rate among those over 15
years old to drop from 7.11% of the population in
1989 to 2.37% in 2007 (from 1.3 million to just over
440 thousand).
The adult basic education classes, which include
Chinese language, foreign languages and computer
skills, attracted students of all ages, nationalities and
backgrounds. The classes not only improved skills but
also acted as a platform for cultural exchange. City
governments and private institutes now regularly
organise big events for students to receive their
certificates of attendance for the classes. The events
sometimes feature cultural performances by foreign
students.
Social education in Taiwan is envisioned to play an
important role in transforming Taiwan into a more
equitable society. The government is expanding social
education programmes and plans to partner with
private organisations.
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Teachers' Qualifications
The policy
guidelines for a
diversified
education, the
fostering of
creativity and a
lively teaching
style are
implemented
primarily through
teacher training.

Teacher Training Education
Teacher training education in Taiwan traditionally
falls into two categories. The first type is the normal
college, preparing teachers for primary schools and
kindergartens. The second type is the normal
university, preparing teachers for middle schools.
Both types of institute accept senior high school
graduates for a four-year education. In addition, some
other universities also offer a teacher training
programme to prepare teachers for primary and
middle schools. Graduate courses (especially for
doctorate level) are the main training ground for
teachers of colleges and universities.
"The Teacher Education Law" revised and released
in 1994, allowed all public and private universities to
take part in teacher training. In addition, some normal
colleges have already begun training teachers for
primary schools.
In order to meet the demands of a more diversified
society, increased numbers of special education
teachers are needed.
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Tuition and fees for teacher training education
programmes are basically paid by the trainees
themselves. However, full or partial financial
assistance is available for some students.
Full programmes of teacher training include
common courses, discipline courses, education
specialisation courses and a half-year of teaching
practicum. Those who complete the programme
obtain a certificate. They must also pass a
qualification exam set by the MOE to qualify finally
as a teacher.

Chinese Language Teaching
To deal with the surplus of teachers and in view of
the worldwide popularity of the Chinese language, the
MOE offers subsidies for domestic universities to
establish post-graduate programmes in Chinese
language teaching. To date, about ten universities in
Taiwan have Chinese language teaching departments.
Eight of those universities have just started offering
the programmes within the past two years.

Vision
The 21st century has a knowledge-driven,
digital
and
environmentally-conscious
economy. In facing its challenges, education
has to become the catalyst for national
development. All countries invest abundant
resources in the cultivation of human talent.
These investments emphasise upgrading the
quality of teaching and the cultivation of
premium human resources. They also seek to
strengthen creativity and information
technology skills and to cultivate the values
of diversity and sustainability, in order to
confront the challenges of the future.
Considering the trend of international
development and recognising that the
infrastructure of Taiwan rests on human
talent and that education plays a key role in
cultivating human talent, the Ministry of
Education has formulated the following
vision of Taiwan's education: To build a
complete and high-quality educational
environment; to empower educators and
learners to grow effectively and happily and
to gain knowledge; to nurture the ability for
self-accomplishment so as to cultivate
citizens with excellent dispositions and
insight for the modern age and for the
situation of globalisation.
Based on this vision, we will promote the
global competitiveness of Taiwan through
multi-education learning and adaptive
development, by cultivating talents balanced
with humanism and technology, learning and
service, thinking globally, but acting locally.
In the future, education will create a
mechanism for all people to share values and
communicate opinions. Through this
mechanism, we can harness the power of all
the people to contribute to Taiwan's
sustainable development.
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