
The Educational System
The present educational structure supports 

22 years of formal study. Completion times are 
flexible, depending upon the needs of the students. 
On average, the entire process requires two years 
of preschool education, six years of primary school, 
three years of junior high school, three years of 
senior secondary school, 4-7 years of college or 
university, 1-4 years of a master's degree programme 
and 2-7 years of a doctoral degree programme.

Compulsory Education
The MOE has implemented a ten-year trial 

compulsory education programme nationwide. This 
programme was designed to integrate junior high 
school and senior vocational school curricula. Now, 
junior high school students who are interested in 
beginning a programme in vocational training can 
do so during the last year of junior high school, for 
two years.

Senior High and Senior Vocational 
Education

There are two types of institution above junior 
high school level. These are senior high school 
and senior vocational school, both of which take 
three years to complete. Senior vocational schools 
offer courses in areas such as agriculture, industry, 
business, maritime studies, marine products, 
medicine, nursing, home economics, drama and art.

Junior College Education
Junior colleges fall into two categories: the five-

year junior college and the two-year junior college, 
each having a different set of admission requirements. 
Five-year junior colleges admit junior high school 
graduates and offer five-year courses of study. Two-
year junior colleges admit senior vocational high 
school graduates and offer two-year courses of study.

Normal Education and Training 
Programmes

In Taiwan, teacher training programmes are 
available at higher education level and usually 
last four years. Those programmes fall into two 
categories: (1) Programmes for training teachers 
of secondary education; and (2) Programmes 
for training teachers of primary schools and 
kindergartens. The former are primarily offered 
by normal universities while the latter are chiefly 
offered by education universities.

University Education
University undergraduate programmes require 

four years of study; however, students who are 
unable to fulfil their requirements within the 
designated time may be granted extensions of up to 
two years.

Specialised undergraduate programmes such 
as dentistry or medicine require six to seven years, 
including an internship period of one year.

Graduate Education
Graduate programmes leading to a Master’s or 

doctoral degree require one to four years and two 
to seven years, respectively. However, students 
who enter the graduate school as part of their on-
job training can be granted an extension if they fail 
to finish the required courses or to complete their 
thesis/dissertation on time.

Special Education
Only designated schools are allowed to admit 

students who are mentally or physically challenged. 
Special education in preschool education and 
primary school requires at least six years; in junior 
high school, three years; and in senior high and 
senior vocational school, three years. Special 
classes are offered by regular education institutions, 

Educational System

Preschool education, such as kindergarten, is 
not a part of Taiwan’s compulsory education, but 
the government is engaged in offering education 
opportunities for underprivileged children and to 
improving the quality of preschool education.

Compulsory education consists of six years 
of elementary education and three years of junior 
high school education, but the curricula of the two 
educational levels have been integrated into a New 
Grade 1-9 Curriculum. 

Upon completion of compulsory education, 
students may choose to follow either an academic 
track or a vocational track.

The academic track involves three years of senior 
high school education, plus four years of college/
university education, graduate schools and post-
graduate programmes. 

The educational goal at these levels is to nurture 
high-quality professionals with a global outlook.

The vocational track includes senior vocational 
schools, junior colleges, institutes of technology and 
universities of technology. The purpose of the track 
is to cultivate technical manpower for the country.

As for gifted students and physically- or 
mentally-handicapped students, their needs can be 
met by special education.

In addit ion,  the MOE actively promotes 
supplementary education and community education 
in the hope of providing everyone with abundant 
opportunities to pursue lifelong learning. 

From 1999 to 2008, the total number of schools 
at all levels increased by 181; at the same time the 
number of teachers grew by nearly 5%. 

Since 1976, the gross enrollment rates in 
elementary and junior hugh schools have remained 
at a level of more than 99%. 

The illiteracy rate in Taiwan has dropped from 7% 
in 1991 to 2.2% at present.

These statistics can serve as the best evidence 
to show that the quality of education in Taiwan is 
improving.

Looking towards the future, the Ministry plans 
to extend compulsory education to twelve years, to 
cover senior secondary education, in the hope of 
creating a more complete educational structure.

8 9



1. Preschool Education: Create a high-quality 
and happy learning environment that brings out the 
potential of preschool children. Free tuition for five-
year-olds would start as early as 2010 as part of a 
two-stage project.

2. Education for the Citizenry: Strengthen the 
quality of education by downsizing the number of 

students in each class. The Ministry provides equal 
education opportunities for all students, particularly 
those from disadvantaged families. Courses taught 
at elementary and junior high schools should not 
only enable students to view Taiwan from an in-
depth perspective, but should also help to build their 
characters and allow their aesthetic sensitivities to 
grow.

3. Compulsory Education: Taiwan now offers 
compulsory education for nine years, from primary 
school to junior high school. The Ministry aims to 
extend compulsory education to cover both senior 
secondary school and early childhood schooling to 
create a more complete educational structure. 

4. Senior Secondary Education: Bridge the 
learning gap between rural and urban high schools. 
The current system of entrance examinations will 
undergo a major revision in a bid to make current 
school admissions fairer and more flexible. The 
measure aims to help outstanding students from 
remote areas to be admitted into their university 
of choice and junior high school students to gain 
admission into senior high and vocational schools 
close to home, as well as helping all students to find 
the most suitable higher education institution. 

5. Higher Education: Improve the international 
competitiveness of colleges and universities; 
continue to push for collaboration among academic 
circles and different teaching fields; bring higher 
education and economic development together to 
upgrade national competitiveness; and cultivate 
professionals who are willing to make a contribution 
to society.

6. Social Education: Promote lifelong learning; 
bolster the functions of public social education 
systems; promote cultural activities; provide adult 
education classes for female immigrants, including 
those from China, and the Taiwan Character Project 
to promote character-building, arts, lifelong reading 

including primary, junior and senior secondary 
schools.

Supplementary Education
Supplementary education provides citizens with 

an alternative way to achieve their educational goals. 

Based on the curriculum provided, it is classified 
into three main categories: basic education; advanced 
education; and short-term supplementary education. 
The study periods vary according to their curriculum 
design.

Taiwan’s educational system has grown 
and expanded; now steps need to be taken 
to upgrade the quality of education and 
to meet the demands arising in times of 
globalisation. The Ministry of Education 
has developed a four-year, school year 
(SY) 2009 - 2012 road map, aimed at 
strengthening the quality of education, 
creating a pleasant learning atmosphere 
and cultivating high-quality professionals 
with a global outlook.

The blueprint comprises hundreds of 
plans and projects aimed at achieving high-
quality learning, personalised education, 
equal  opportuni ty,  g lobal  v is ion and 
sustainable development.

The following fifteen administrative and 
governing directions were decided in 2008.
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Educational Reform
Innovation in Education for a Vibrant Taiwan


